Celebrate Wonder
All Ages
Celebrate Wonder All Ages is flexible Christian faith formation for
children and their families. Working with children’s ministry leaders
from all over the US, we revised our resources to make it easier for
you to adapt them to your specific setting.
Whether you are relaunching in-person ministry with children and
their families, gathering in a one-room Sunday school, or doing
ministry virtually, this is for you.
Preschool, elementary, all ages, and intergenerational activities are
all included.
No matter what your ministry needs are, Celebrate Wonder All Ages
makes it easy for you to share God’s love with the children in your
midst.
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What Is…
Celebrate Wonder All Ages is a curriculum that seeks to celebrate
spirituality through wonder. Children are naturally spiritual beings and
everyday theologians. We want children to recognize and name this
spirituality found within themselves and in all the world around them.
This curriculum is based on spiritual practices, which are incorporated
through play, discovery, biblical exploration, faith conversation, and
relationship. Children who participate in Celebrate Wonder All Ages will
come to know and use spiritual practices as a way to deepen their faith
and to grow in their spiritual identity as children of God. These spiritual
practices then become building blocks for holy moments and enrich the
faith lives of each and every child. We hope you will come wonder with us
as we celebrate the Spirit of God in the lives of children.

The Components of…
Spiritual Practice
A spiritual practice is an intentional activity or ritual that helps you be
aware of God’s presence. For children, this means simple and tangible
practices to connect to God’s love.
Teaching children spiritual practices provides them with the tools needed
to know themselves fully as children of God. This is important because
children who are equipped with these helpful daily practices can develop
deeper connections to encounter the divine.
Children are innately spiritual. Their curiosity and wonder are a model for
faith in action. Through spiritual practices, they can remain connected to
this natural spirituality. Spiritual practices come in all shapes and sizes.
In Celebrate Wonder All Ages, they are typically simple and interactive
practices for the children to develop their own ways to feel God’s
presence and to know their identity as children of God.
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Peaceful Place
The Peaceful Place is a space for the children to spend quiet time with
God. Children enjoy having a comfortable place with quiet activities when
they are feeling stressed or overwhelmed. Create a feeling of softness and
rest by using soft rugs, pillows, and stuffed animals to snuggle with in the
area. Each week there will be suggested books and quiet activities you
can choose from. Since you know your children and what they need, you
are also invited to include your own contributions to the Peaceful Place.

Wonder Table
A Wonder Table is similar to a worship altar found in many worship
spaces. It is a holy space meant to help the children see and know God
is present. We encourage you to use a smaller table that the children can
see and interact with.
Each week there are suggested items to place on the table that
coordinate with the church liturgical year and the Bible story. Suggested
items include a Bible, a candle, a colored cloth, and so forth. The table
can be used as a gathering area for the story time and for participating in
spiritual practices.

Wonder Box
The Wonder Box is a place to hold a special item that connects to the
Faith Word and to the Bible story. Each week there will be a suggested
item to place in the box. The Wonder Box is very special and is kept on
the Wonder Table. Each week you will reveal what is inside and discuss its
importance.
We encourage you to make your own Wonder Box. It can be any shape
or size, but it’s best if it has a lid. You can create your own box for the
children, or you may wish to include the children in the creation process.
The goal is for the children to come to know this box as very special. The
Wonder Box is another way for the children to engage in the Bible story
and to focus on the lesson.
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Core Resources
CELEBRATE WONDER ALL AGES has been adapted to make it easy for
ministry with children and families to happen, no matter what your
church’s current reality is. Whether you’re meeting in person all in
one room, sending materials home for families to use together,
offering a large group opening and small groups in person or virtually,
or hosting an intergenerational gathering for your whole church,
CELEBRATE WONDER ALL AGES will work for you. The CELEBRATE WONDER
ALL AGES Kit contains a Leader Guide, Reproducible Kids’ Book, Class
Pack, CD-ROM, and DVD! The CD-ROM has digital copies of the
Leader Guide, Reproducible Kids’ Book, and Class Pack.
Kit:
Leader Guide
Reproducible Kids’ Book
Class Pack
CD-ROM
DVD

ph
it
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Core Resources
Celebrate Wonder DVD
The Celebrate Wonder DVD
features a child host who will
engage the children through
storytelling, life application, and
exploration of the Faith Word. The
DVD includes a music video and
thirteen sessions (one for each
Sunday) that are 3–5 minutes each.
CEB Bible
This interactive Bible includes
four-color icons and illustrations
throughout, with a wealth of notes,
historical facts, book introductions,
devotionals, and other interactive
elements to capture inquisitive
young minds. The Deep Blue Kids
Bible encourages a thirst for God’s
timeless message. For children
ages 7–12.
Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook
A colorfully illustrated children’s
Bible storybook that will engage the
children through simple storytelling
and open-ended questions that
encourage the children to wonder
about the Bible story and make
connections between the Bible and
their lives. Includes 150 stories!
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Supplies
These are basic supplies you will want to have readily available.
All supplies for each lesson and activity will be listed in the session outline
and above the activity in the Leader Guide.
Box of tissues
Card stock

Markers (washable
and permanent)

Projector or
television

CD player

Metal brads

Chenille stems

Mural paper

Resealable plastic
bags

Colored and white
copy paper

Napkins

Ribbon

Paintbrushes

Colored pencils

Paper bowls

Scissors (adult and
safety)

Computer and
printer

Paper clips

Construction paper
Cotton balls

Paper or plastic table
coverings

Cotton swabs

Paper plates

Crayons

Paper punch

DVD player

Paper streamers

Glue, gluesticks

Paper towels

Handwashing
supplies

Pencils

Index cards
Lunch-sized paper
bags
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Paper cups

Plastic containers for
paint and water
Posterboard

6

Smocks
Stapler, staples
Stickers
Tape (clear, masking,
and double-stick)
Tissue paper
Washable paint
Watercolor paints
Watercolor pencils
Wet wipes
Wooden craft sticks
Yarn
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Using Celebrate Wonder
Curriculum
Whether you are using this kit with all ages in one room or with children
separated into groups by ages, you will find everything you need in this kit.
Here are some ideas for how to make the sessions work for you.

Preparing to Lead
No matter your context, start each week by reviewing the session. Look over
the “Prepare to Lead” and the “Prepare to Wonder” sections. This background
information helps you navigate any questions you or the children may have. The
spiritual practice helps prepare your heart for leading and for helping children
explore their faith. Use the “Prepare to Lead” section at the beginning of each
session to decide which activities you would like to complete and to make sure you
have the corresponding supplies.
As you think about leading, give yourself time and space to ponder the Bible story
each week and to pray for yourself, any other volunteers you will be working with,
and the children you will lead. When children and adults engage in faith formation
together, God can show up in beautiful ways.

Consider Your Context
The most important component of using any curriculum is your own unique context.
Before you begin using Celebrate Wonder All Ages, consider how this resource will
work best for you. Be sure to think about your time, your space, and the children you
will be interacting with to determine what is best for your ministry.
On the next three pages, you will find suggestions and tips for using this resource
in several common faith formation models used with children: Age-Graded Ministry,
One-Room Ministry, and Large Group/Small Group Ministry.

Meeting Virtually?
If your ministry is meeting virtually, we have several resources to help you share this
content with those in your ministry. This Leader Guide, the Reproducible Kids’ Book,
and the Class Pack are all available in digital format, along with other resources such
as shareable social media images and Zoom backgrounds. Celebrate Wonder videos
are also available on our streaming platform, Amplify, which allows you to set up a
subscription for the families in your ministry.
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Using this Kit for
Age-Graded Ministry
Preschool Groups – Suggested Schedule
1. Welcome children on their level and invite them to mark their attendance (if using
the Attendance Chart in the Class Pack).
2. Invite children to complete one of the “Come Together” activities or play and
interact with items in the Peaceful Place.
3. Gather children together to read the story from the Celebrate Wonder Bible
Storybook. Then watch the session video from the Celebrate Wonder DVD.
4. Wonder together using the unit’s Wonder Story Mat and Faith Word Poster found
in the Class Pack. Show the class what is in the Wonder Box and ask them what
that might have to do with this week’s story.
5. Have children respond to the story by choosing either the all ages “Experience
Wonder” activity, a supplemental preschool activity, or by continuing to interact
with items in the Peaceful Place.
6. Gather your group back together to participate in the spiritual practice and
closing prayer. Send the Family Celebration Letter and Take-Home Pages home
with each child.
Elementary Groups – Suggested Schedule
1. Welcome children on their level and invite them to mark their attendance (if using
the Attendance Chart in the Class Pack).
2. Invite children to complete one of the “Come Together” activities based on their ages.
3. Gather children together to read the story from the Celebrate Wonder Bible
Storybook or a CEB Bible. Then watch the session video from the Celebrate
Wonder DVD.
4. Wonder together using the unit’s Wonder Story Mat and Faith Word Poster found
in the Class Pack. Show the class what is in the Wonder Box and ask them what that
might have to do with this week’s story. Help children learn the monthly Bible Verse
by doing “Examine the Bible Verse” or interact with items in the Peaceful Place.
5. Have children respond to the story by choosing either the all-ages “Experience
Wonder” activity or a supplemental activity based on their ages.
6. Gather your group back together to participate in the spiritual practice and
closing prayer. Send the Family Celebration Letter and Take-Home Pages home
with each child.
Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022
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Using this Kit for
One-Room Ministry
One Room Suggested Schedule
1. Welcome children on their level and invite them to mark their attendance (if
using the Attendance Chart in the Class Pack).
2. Invite children to complete one of the “Come Together” activities or play and
interact with items in the Peaceful Place. You may choose to use the Come
Together Reproducible pages based on the ages of the children in your group, or
may choose the All Ages activity for everyone.
3. Gather children together to read the story from the Celebrate Wonder Bible
Storybook. Then watch the session video from the Celebrate Wonder DVD.
4. Wonder together using the unit’s Wonder Story Mat and Faith Word Poster
found in the Class Pack. Show the class what is in the Wonder Box and ask them
what that might have to do with this week’s story.
5. Have children respond to the story by choosing either the all-ages “Experience
Wonder” activity, a supplemental activity, or by continuing to interact with items
in the Peaceful Place.
6. Gather your group back together to participate in the spiritual practice and
closing prayer. Send the Family Celebration Letter and Take-Home Pages home
with each child.
Tips for One Room Ministry
If you only have time for one or two activities, choose activities based on the average
ages of your group.
Partner older children with younger children to help guide them through the session.
Have a variety of Bibles on different reading levels available for children to use.
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Using this Kit for
Large Group/Small Group Ministry
Start with the Large Group Time:
1. Everyone will watch the session’s video from the DVD.
2. Wonder together using the unit’s Wonder Story Mat and Faith Word Poster
found in the Class Pack. Show the class what is in the Wonder Box and ask them
what that might have to do with this week’s story.
3. Send the kids to their small groups.
Small Group Time:
1. Welcome children on their level and invite them to mark their attendance (if
using the Attendance Chart in the Class Pack).
2. Read the Bible story from the Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook or a CEB Bible.
3. Do the reproducible that coordinates with the age group of your small group.
4. Choose an activity from the “Experience Wonder” section, one of the
supplemental activities based on the age and/or interests of your small group, or
allow children to interact with the items in the Peaceful Place.
5. Gather the group back together to participate in a spiritual practice and closing
prayer. Send the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter home with
each child.
Tips for Small Groups
Adjust the order of activities based on the needs of your group.
Choose activities based on the age of your group, but also consider their interests.
Many of the activities can be adapted for different age groups.
Allow for fellowship time within your group by inviting children to share their
thoughts and prayer requests during the closing prayer time.
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1
“Speak. Your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10b)

Hannah – 1 Samuel 1:1-28
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Pray with Hannah Every Day
(Connect the Dots)

crayons

brads

colored pencils

drawing paper

markers

Bibles

scissors

card stock

God Listens to Hannah (Puzzle)
What Did Hannah Say? (Puzzle)
I Can Pray Like Hannah (Craft)
Did You Call Me? (Game/Movement)

Suggested Books

What Was Hannah Feeling? (Creative Writing)

Every Which Way to Pray by Mary Sullivan

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

Everyone Prays: Celebrating Faith Around
the World by Alexis York Lumbard

Share Your Feelings (Game/Drawing)
We All Can Pray (Group Activity)
Praying Hard (Prayer Activity)
Community Prayer (Prayer Activity)

Tips for the Leader
• At the start of a new month/school year,

• Have this month’s Bible Verse and Faith

make sure your classroom is a space where
children feel welcome by greeting each child
by name and on their level.
• Choose the activities you would like to do

Word posters posted in your room or easily
accessible.
• Create a space in your room where children

can come together. Make the space unique
and your own! You might also want to invite
your children to help you create this space.

from the activity outline above. Note that this
outline does not include activities that are
the same every week like reading the story,
• This month’s faith word is: CALL – To know
the “Wonder With Me” section, spiritual
we are each chosen by God to do God’s
practice, and family Take-Home pages.
work in the world. Remind yourself how you
are called by God as you lead the children.
Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022
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1
Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: CALL
Hannah wanted a child. This was the desire of her heart, and she poured out
this desire to God. Hannah prayed sincerely to God about what was in her heart.
Eventually Hannah had a son. Yet, we know she later gave him up by sending him
to serve at the temple. Although it might seem unimaginable to do such a thing,
Hannah fulfilled her calling.
The story of Hannah is not the only story in the Bible of a barren woman praying for
a child. A similar theme is seen in the stories of Sarah, Rebekah, and Elizabeth. We
live in a time when a woman may decide to have or not to have children, so it may
be difficult for us to understand the full impact of what it meant to Hannah to be
childless. In biblical times, a woman’s worth was determined by her productivity, her
ability to produce offspring. It was also believed at this time that a woman who could
not conceive a child was barren because God had closed her womb for some reason.
Therefore, Hannah’s childlessness left her open to ridicule from others, particularly
Elkanah’s other wife, Peninnah. Hannah’s despair was deep. However, Hannah
prayed, and in her diligence, God heard her cries.
The name Samuel means, “God has heard.” When we speak of calling, we often
think of God speaking to us. To be called is when we know our faith and our hearts
have led us to do God’s work. But is it possible that we can also asked to be called?
When we pray or work toward our desires to serve, God hears us. God heard
Hannah’s cries, and through her heartfelt prayer her calling was realized.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
As you begin a new school year with your students, consider what might be on their
hearts and minds. Spend time this week in prayer for your children. It can be hard to
hold each and every child’s prayers, but remember that God has called you to be a
leader for children, and that God holds and hears your prayers too.

Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, a dead or not-working phone
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22). Place a phone
inside the Wonder Box.
• Point to the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22), and invite the children to

wonder about what the word Call means.
• Invite the kids to join you in a circle.

SAY: This month we are learning about important people who were called by God.
ASK: Can you think of someone in the Bible who did an important job for God?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary kid to read, “Hannah” (pp. 80–81), from the
storybook Bible or read 1 Samuel 1:1-28 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for listening to our prayers. Amen.

Pray With Hannah Every Day – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Pray with Hannah Every Day” (Reproducible 1A) for
each preschooler.
• Hand out a copy of “Pray with Hannah Every Day” to each preschooler.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to create and color the picture.

SAY: Hannah wanted a baby more than anything, so she prayed to God. God heard
her prayers and Samuel was born.

God Listens to Hannah – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “God Listens to Hannah” (Reproducible 1B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “God Listens to Hannah” to each younger child.
• Invite the kids to complete the maze and then color the picture.

SAY: Hannah wanted a baby more than anything, so she prayed to God. God heard
her prayers and Samuel was born.
Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022
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What Did Hannah Say? – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils or markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “What Did Hannah Say? (Reproducible 1C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “What Did Hannah Say?” to each older elementary child.

SAY: Hannah prayed to God because there was something that she wanted more
than anything. The Bible story tells us, “Hannah was praying in her heart; her lips
were moving, but her voice was silent.” God heard her prayers so she honored God
with her baby’s name.
• Invite the children to solve the puzzle.
• Encourage them to use a Bible if they get stuck.

I Can Pray Like Hannah – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, card stock, crayons and markers, scissors, brads
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “I Can Pray Like Hannah” (Reproducible 1D) on card
stock for each child.
SAY: In today’s Bible story, Hannah has many feelings as she prays to God for a baby.
ASK: What feelings did you notice in the Bible story?
• Invite kids to color the circles.
• Cut out the circles and line them up on top of each other.
• Place the one that says, “I can pray when I feel…” on top. Use the marked spot to

punch a hole through both circles.
• Put a brad through both circles to hold the wheel together.
• Encourage the children to use the wheel to retell the Bible story.

Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 1 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What do you think Hannah was feeling when she was praying to God?
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Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 1F–1G. Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading the story one section at a time. Invite

children to act out the story if they are comfortable.
WONDER: What do you think Hannah was feeling when she was praying to God?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 14). Cut
out the Unit 1 story figures (Class Pack—6).
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s faith word is call.
ASK: What do you think the word call means?
ASK: When you hear the word call, you might think of someone calling your name or
making a phone call. But in the Bible, God also “calls” us. When God calls us, God is
asking us to do something special.
• Show the children the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22).
• Read the definition of the word call from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Today, we heard about Hannah. Hannah talked to God and prayed for a baby.
• Have a child place Hannah on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What was Hannah praying for? Why?
❍ What did you learn from the Bible story?
❍ What do you want to pray for?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the phone.

WONDER: What does this phone have to do with our faith word?
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Experience Wonder
Did You Call Me? – All Ages
SAY: Today we heard the story of Hannah. Hannah prayed to God and felt called by
God to dedicate her son Samuel to God.
ASK: What does it mean to be connected to another person?
• Have the children line up, shoulder to shoulder.
• Start with the child near the middle of the line. Have this child turn to either side

and whisper in one child’s ear, “Did you call me?”
• The child who hears the question either says, “Yes, I called you” or “No, I did not

call you.” Then both children must turn to their other side and repeat. However, no
child can be spoken to at the same time by two people.
• If a child is being asked in both ears, the child who began whispering last, is out.
• Play the game as long as time allows.

WONDER: How is talking to people different from talking to God?

What Was Hannah Feeling? – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons or markers
Prepare Ahead: Copy “What Was Hannah Feeling?” (Reproducible 1E) for each child.
• Invite the children to remember the Bible story by illustrating their own comic book

strip retelling.
• Children may work individually or in groups.
• Invite willing volunteers to share.

Examine the Bible Verse – Early & Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 1 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 3:10b. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old). Where is the book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (3) What is the verse number? (10)
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that when God calls us, we can answer.
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).

Read it together.
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Peaceful Place – Preschool & Early Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 1 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 1F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Every Which Way To Pray, by Mary Sullivan; Everyone Prays:
Celebrating Faith Around the World, by Alexis York Lumbard; paper; crayons or
markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 1F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.
• Have each child color the Faith Word coloring sheet.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Call Through Listening
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. This
month we are going to practice listening to God in our prayers.
• Guide the children through a spiritual practice:
❍ Find a quiet place to sit. Have the children close their eyes and cup

their hands behind their ears to demonstrate they are listening.
SAY: After I say a phrase, you will respond with “I am listening.”
PRAY:
❍ Leader: Dear God,
❍ Children: I am listening
❍ Leader: Speak to me
❍ Children: I am listening
❍ Leader: Call me by name
❍ Children: I am listening
❍ Leader: Share your wisdom
❍ Children: I am listening
❍ Leader: Tell me your message
❍ Children: I am listening
❍ All: Amen.
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Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (p. 128) for each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 1F–1G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. Be sure to share this month’s faith word with your family.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and a copy of the Family Celebration Letter

home with each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Share Your Feelings
Supplies: paper, crayons
SAY: Hannah shared her feeling with God, and God heard her prayers.
WONDER: What are you feeling today?
• Gather the children in a circle.
• Show the children how to move their hands up and down to hide and uncover their

faces, starting at your forehead and moving your hand down to your chin.
• Start with a neutral face. When you move your hand down past your lips, frown.

When you move your hand up your face, smile. Each time you frown the children
will say, “God loves you.” Each time you smile the children will say, “God loves me
too!”
• Do this several times. Invite a different child to be “it” and move their hand up and

down their face. Repeat until everyone has had a turn.
• If time allows, encourage children to draw a picture of how they are feeling today.

Early Elementary – We All Can Pray
Supplies: paper, pencils, crayons or markers
ASK: How do you like to pray? Is there only one way to pray?
• Divide the children into pairs or small groups.
• Have the groups come up with a special prayer. This can be a chant, a movement,

a written prayer, a song, or something else.
• Give the children time to create their prayers. Encourage children to write and

illustrate their prayers if there is time.
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• After a few minutes, invite the groups to share with everyone.
• Say “amen” after each prayer is shared.

Older Elementary – Praying Hard
Supplies: none
SAY: In our Bible story, Hannah was praying so hard her lips were moving, but words
were not coming out. Pretty weird, huh?
ASK: What do you think Hannah looked like when she was praying without speaking?
• Invite the children to do the following activity without laughing.
• Invite the children to close their eyes. Then have the children pray silently while

moving their mouths.
• Have the children open their eyes but to keep praying. Let the children look

around at their friends.
ASK: What was it like to pray without making sounds?
SAY: Hannah’s actions in the Bible story might seem funny, but Hannah was praying
really hard to God. Hannah’s prayers were very important. There are so many ways
to pray. Remember, even when you are not saying anything, God still listens to your
prayers.

Intergenerational Activity – Community Prayer
Supplies: Bibles, paper, pencils
ASK: Is there one big prayer that our faith community shares? Maybe about the
community’s future, a goal, or a person who needs everyone’s prayer right now?
• Brainstorm together about things your faith community can be praying for.

Document these things if you wish.
• Stand in a circle and hold hands.
• Decide on a unified prayer that you can pray together. Include relevant Bible

verses if you desire.
• Ask someone to begin the prayer. Once the first person has said a prayer (to

themselves or out loud) squeeze the next person’s hand so they can pray.
• Continue around the circle until everyone has had a chance to pray.
• Say amen.
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“Speak. Your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10b)

God Calls Samuel – 1 Samuel 3:1-21
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Listen for God (Craft)

crayons

nametags

Samuel Hears God (Writing)

colored pencils

stickers

God Is Calling (Drawing)

markers

white pillowcase

Asking God for Help (Mindfulness)

scissors

fabric markers

Speaking Words to God (Puzzle)

card stock

strips of paper

Did You Call Me? (Game/Movement)

chenille stems

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

tape

miscellaneous craft
supplies

Not My Name (Game/Craft)
Prayer Pillowcase (Activity)

Suggested Books

You Are Called (Prayer Activity)

My Name is Not Isabella
by Jennifer Fosberry

Church Nametags (Activity)

Tips for the Leader
• Use the outline above to choose what

• If you have extra time or need a quick

activities you want to do in the time you have
for the ages of your children.
• Check with children to see if they can

remember this month’s Bible verse.
• Consider having multiple Bibles or Bible

transition activity, consider playing a version
Heads Up, Seven Up. Children can pretend
to be sleeping like Samuel when their heads
are down, and you can say “Wake Up, God’s
Calling!” when it’s time to guess who is “It.”

storybooks out in your space for children to
explore and wonder about.
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Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: CALL
Samuel began serving God at an early age when Hannah, his mother, brought him
to the temple to live with and help Eli, the priest. After growing up as a helper to Eli,
Samuel was called by God to be a prophet and speak God’s word to others. As the
story goes, God had to call Samuel’s name four times before Samuel recognized it
was God speaking. Yet God did not give up. Not only does God choose us; God is
persistent in calling us.
When Samuel first heard God calling his name, he thought it was Eli calling him. It
was Eli that finally realized the voice Samuel heard was God’s. This story can be an
example of God using other people in our lives to help us recognize and respond to
God’s calling.
Samuel was still a boy when God spoke to him. According to Jewish tradition,
Samuel was twelve years old. Yet God chose him for a very important job, to deliver
a message from God to Eli. God can use people of all ages to do God’s work.
The story of Samuel is an empowering one for children because it illustrates how
God does not call adults only. God chooses people of all ages, including children, to
do God’s work and to make a difference in God’s world. Encourage your children to
listen for God’s voice in their lives and to discover how they can live out their calling
as children of God.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Before you go to bed this week, take time to say the Bible verse, “Speak. Your
servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10b. As you pray, try to listen for what God wants
and needs of you this week. Consider finding one new way to serve God in your life.

sion
end
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“It.”
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, a blanket
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 10 &15) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22). Place a blanket
inside the Wonder Box.
• Point to the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word call means.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.

SAY: This month we are learning about important people who were called by God.
ASK: Can you think of stories in the Bible where God spoke to God’s people?
• In this curriculum, we recommend reading stories from the Celebrate Wonder

Bible Storybook. Allow an elementary-age child to read the story, “God Calls
Samuel” (pp. 82–83) from the storybook or read 1 Samuel 3:1-21 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for helping us hear you. Amen.

Listen for God – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, scissors, card stock, chenille stems
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Listen for God” (Reproducible 2A) for each preschooler.
• Invite the preschoolers to color, cut out, and assemble their listening ears.
• Encourage the children to wear their ears throughout the lesson.

SAY: In our Bible story today, Samuel heard a voice, but he wasn’t sure where it came
from. We are going to wear special listening ears to remind us to listen for God’s voice.
WONDER: How can we hear God?

Samuel Hears God – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons or colored pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Samuel Hears God” (Reproducible 2B) for each child.
ASK: What do you dream about? Do you think God said anything else to Samuel?
• Invite the children to complete and color the page.
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God Is Calling – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, colored pencils or markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “God Is Calling” (Reproducible 2C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “God Is Calling” to each older elementary child.

SAY: In the Bible story, God calls Samuel. Today, we get calls from a phone.
Sometimes we even get video calls.
ASK: If God were to call on a phone, what would God say? Draw a picture of what
God would look like if God called you. Don’t forget to draw yourself. What would
your facial expressions look like?
• Invite the children to complete and color the page.
• Allow willing volunteers to share.

Asking God for Help – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons or markers, scissors, tape
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Asking God for Help” (Reproducible 2D) for each child.
WONDER: What do you talk to God about?
SAY: We all need to ask for help sometimes. Eli helped Samuel to hear God’s voice.
ASK: Who do you ask for help? What do you need help with?
• Invite the children to write or draw their answers on the paper.
• Encourage children to trace the outline of the hand with their finger while praying.
• As an optional activity, have children cut out their hands to take home or to display

in your room.
SAY: Seeing our prayers helps us to remember to listen for God’s voice.

Speaking Words to God – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils
Prepare Ahead: Copy “Speaking Words to God” (Reproducible 2E) for each child.
SAY: We can all listen and speak to God.
WONDER: What does God’s voice sound like to you?
• Invite children to remember the Bible story by finding the words. Have older

children help younger children find the words.
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Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 2 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 2F–2G. Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
WONDER: I wonder what it is like to hear God calling your name?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 14).
Locate the Unit 1 story figures (Class Pack—6) if you haven’t already.
SAY: Today’s Faith Word is call.
ASK: What does the word call mean?
SAY: When you hear the word call, you might think of someone calling your name or
making a phone call. But in the Bible God also “calls” us. When God calls us, God is
asking us to do something special.
• Show the children the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22).
• Read the definition of the word call from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Today, we are learning about Samuel and God calling him in the middle
of the night.
• Have a child place Samuel on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What does God’s voice sound like?
❍ How did Samuel feel when he heard God calling?
❍ Why did Samuel go to Eli when he heard his name?
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• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the blanket.

WONDER: What does a blanket have to do with our Bible story? Do you think
Samuel had a blanket?

Experience Wonder
Did You Call Me?
Supplies: none
• Have the children stand in a circle. Invite one child to go first by standing in the

middle of the circle.
• Begin by having the child say, “My name is (child’s name), and I am a child of God.
• The child in the middle will then call another child by name and invite that child to

take their place in the middle. The next child will do the same until each child has
had a turn.
WONDER: How does it feel when someone calls you by name?

Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 1 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 3:10b. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old). Where is the book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (3) What is the verse number? (10)
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that when God calls us, we can answer. We can be
servants of God.
• Gather the children around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).

Read it together.
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Peaceful Place – Preschool and Early Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 1 Faith Word (Kids’ Reproducible Book 1F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; My Name is Not Isabella: Just How Can a Little Girl
Dream?, by Jennifer Fosberry; paper; crayons; soft items such as pillows, blankets,
stuffed animals, and so forth
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 1F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.
• Have each child color the Faith Word coloring sheet.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Call Through Listening
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. This
month we are going to practice listening to God in our prayers.
• Gather the children in a circle.
• Go to each child and call them by name.

SAY: (Child’s name), you are called by God.
• Share this blessing with each child.

Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (p. 128) for each child.
SAY: Let’s look at your Take-Home Pages for today (Reproducibles 2F–2G). Be sure
to share the story you learned today with a friend or family member.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter home with

each child.
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Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Not My Name
Supplies: paper, nametags or stickers, markers, stickers or other craft supplies
SAY: Today we learned that God called Samuel’s name!
• Gather the children in a circle.
• Begin by going around the circle and calling children by the wrong names. See

what happens.
• As the children catch on or begin to giggle, tell the children their names are

special.
SAY: Your family gave you a special name. When someone says your name, you can
remember how special you are.
• Have the children say their names out loud. Have them say them very quietly. Then

very loudly.
• Say or sing a prayer together.
• If time allows and you have not done so already, encourage children to decorate a

nametag, label, or piece of paper with their name on it.
• Encourage children to decorate their names with what makes them special.

Early or Older Elementary – Prayer Pillowcase
Supplies: white pillowcase, fabric markers, strips of paper, markers
SAY: In our Bible story today, Samuel heard God’s voice while he was sleeping. We
can listen for God when we are awake or sleeping. God always hears us!
• Lay out the pillowcase.
• Give the children the fabric markers. Encourage the children to work together to

draw the Bible story or Bible verse on the pillowcase.
• While the pillowcase is drying, invite the children to write down a prayer on a strip

of paper. Then have the children place their written prayers in the pillowcase.
• Gather the children together. Pass the pillowcase around the circle. Invite each

child to draw a prayer out of the pillowcase. Encourage the children to pray for
their friends throughout the week.
Tip: If you have a larger group of children, split them up into groups and decorate
multiple pillowcases for this activity. This activity could also be modified for
preschoolers by using stickers instead of fabric markers for decorating, or by
providing a pillowcase that you have already decorated.
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Older Elementary – You Are Called
Supplies: none
SAY: Samuel was just a kid when he was called by God.
ASK: If God called you, what would God say? What might God ask of you?
• Invite the children to lie down on the floor and close their eyes.
• When you say the Bible verse, the children will respond with “I’m here. You called me?”
• Do this several times. Then have the children continue to lie down and to pray

silently to God.
• Ask someone to lead the group in a prayer.
• If time allows, ask willing volunteers to share how they experienced God or heard

God during this time.

Intergenerational Activity – Church Nametags
Supplies: nametags, labels, or slips of paper, markers
SAY: Every one in our church family is unique and special to God. God calls us by
name, and we can call each other by name!
• Together, create nametags for yourself and for each member of your church

community.
• Encourage individuals to write or draw something unique about themselves on

their name tag.
• Gather together in groups to share your name and what makes you special.
• Encourage church members to wear their name tags at church to help learn each

other’s names.
PRAY: Thank you God, for creating us and calling us all by name.
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“Speak. Your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10b

Samuel Anoints Saul – 1 Samuel 7–8; 10:17-24
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Community Leaders (Craft)

crayons or
colored pencils

Finding a New King (Search & Find)

scissors

Anointing a King (Craft)

card stock

glue sticks

Did You Call Me? (Game)

pens

glue or tape

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

pipe cleaners

markers

Heads and Hearts (Game)

different types
of hats

Looking for Leaders (Craft)
Leader Letters (Writing)

construction paper
stickers

craft sticks

Who Is a King? (Drawing)

envelopes

various art supplies

music & music
player

Who Would God Call? (Game)
Pastor Prayers (Prayer Activity)

Suggested Books
Follow Me by Ellie Sandall

Tips for the Leader
• As you get to know the kids you are leading,

choose activities from the session outline
that match your kids’ interests and abilities.
• The ages associated with the activities

are just a starting point. You may have
older children interested in doing younger
activities, or you may have younger
children who are able to do older activities.
Remember that your session is customizable
to your needs!
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greet them by “anointing” them by placing
your hand on their head. See if they notice
what you are doing or can guess why you are
doing it.
• Don’t forget to display this month’s Faith

Word and Bible Verse posters from the Class
Pack. Check in with children to see if they
remember the Bible Verse and the Faith
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Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: CALL
Some of the Israelite elders went to Samuel and asked him to appoint a king for
them. One of the reasons the elders gave for wanting a king was so that Israel “could
be like other nations.” Samuel was upset by the Israelites’ request and so he prayed
to God. God assured Samuel the Israelites were not rejecting Samuel; instead, they
were rejecting God. Up to this point, the nation of Israel has had a tradition of being
a covenant community since the time God had delivered them from slavery under
the Egyptians. Covenant community was rooted in an understanding of God as
divine king. God saw Israel’s asking for a king as a denial of God’s leadership. The
desire of Israel to “be like other nations” represented a shift. Israel was moving away
from being a people with a particular identity and conforming to the patterns of
other people.
Even though Israel’s request for a king is a rejection of God’s sovereignty, God told
Samuel to do as the people have requested and give them a king. As the story
progresses and Saul is chosen as the first king of Israel, it becomes clear that God
is involved in the choice. God gave in to Israel’s desire for a king, but this does not
mean God had abandoned Israel. God is still Israel’s God.
Often in Israel’s history we witness the struggle of the people to follow God and not
conform to the world around them. The church today faces the same struggle. The
church is called to be in the world yet to follow God, not others. This was not easy for
the Israelites, and it is not easy for us. We are called to listen for God’s voice so we
may know how to be God’s people.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Consider the positive leaders in your life. Who are they? What makes them good
leaders? Are you a leader? Take time to write a thank-you note to someone who
demonstrates good leadership in your life. Thank God for your leaders.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, a crown
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22). Place a crown
inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word call means.
SAY: This month we are learning about important people who were called by God.
ASK: Can you think of kings in the Bible?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “Samuel Anoints Saul” (pp. 84–85),
from the storybook Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing us how to be a good leader. Amen.

Community Leaders – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, scissors, craft sticks, glue sticks
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Community Leaders” (Reproducible 3A) for each
preschooler.
SAY: Samuel (who was called by God!) grew up to be a leader.
WONDER: Who are some leaders that you know?
• Invite children to color the page.
• Use scissors to cut out the pictures of community leaders. Provide assistance if needed.
• Use a glue stick to attach each picture to a craft stick to make puppets.
• Allow children to spend time playing with their puppets.

WONDER: What do good leaders do?

Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

9781791025762_INT_Session 3.indd 31

31

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 8:34 AM

Finding a New King – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, colored pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Finding a New King” (Reproducible 3B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Finding a New King” to each child.

SAY: In our story today, God’s people asked Samuel to find them a new king.
WONDER: What makes a good king or a good leader?
• Invite the children to find all the items in the picture.
• Encourage the children to color the picture.

Anointing a King – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, crayons, scissors, glue or tape
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Anointing a King” (Reproducible 3C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Anointing a King” to each child.

SAY: In the Bible, Samuel used a jar of oil shaped like a horn to choose the next king.
WONDER: How is that different from how we choose leaders today?
• Invite the children to create the anointing jar.
• Color the anointing jar.
• Cut out the anointing jar.
• Use the tabs to roll up the jar and tape it together.

WONDER: What would you put in your jar if you were anointing a king? How would
you choose a leader if you were Samuel?

Who Is King?– All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons and markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Who Is King” (Reproducible 3D) for each child.
SAY: For as long as people have been around, we have had leaders. Sometimes
these leaders are kings.
WONDER: What do you think a king looks like?
• Invite the children to color and draw on the page.
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Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 3 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 3F–3G. Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading the story, one section at a time.

WONDER: Who would you pick to be a king?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 14).
Locate the Unit 1 story figures (Class Pack—6) if you haven’t already.
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is call.
ASK: What does the word call mean?
SAY: When you hear the word call, you might think of someone calling your name or
making a phone call. But in the Bible God also “calls” us. When God calls us, God is
talking to us and asking us to do something special.
• Show the children the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22).
• Read the definition of the word call from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Today, we are learning about a new king named Saul.
• Have a child place Saul on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What makes a good leader?
❍ What does the Bible teach us about leaders?
❍ Is a leader and a king the same or different? Why?
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• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the crown.
WONDER: What does this a crown have to do with our Bible story?

Experience Wonder
Did You Call Me? – All Ages
Supplies: various hats, music, music player
• Gather the children in a circle.
• Give each child a hat, or let each child choose a hat.

SAY: In our Wonder Box we found a crown. A crown is something a king sometimes
wears.
ASK: If you were a leader what would you wear?
• Play the music. As the music plays, have the children pass the hats. When the music

stops the children are to put on their hats. The last child to put on their hat is out
of the circle.
• As a variation, place all the hats in the middle of the circle and have children

search for a hat.
• Play the game as long as time allows.

Looking for Leaders – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, card stock, scissors, pipe cleaners, crayons or
markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Looking For Leaders” (Reproducible 3E) on card stock
for each child.
SAY: Today we heard how Samuel listened to God and looked for a king for God’s
people. Kings aren’t common anymore, but we do have leaders.
ASK: What makes a good leader?
• Have children name characteristics of good leaders. Make a list on a white board or

piece of paper.
SAY: Sometimes, like Samuel, we get to choose our leaders. It’s important to
recognize the characteristics of a good leader so that we can make a good choice.
• Invite children to color and cut out the glasses on the page.
• Encourage children to write or draw characteristics of good leaders on their glasses.

SAY: When you wear your glasses, it will remind you of what to look for in a good leader.
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Examine the Bible Verse- Early & Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 1 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 3:10b. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old). Where is the book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (3) What is the verse number? (10)
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that when God calls us, we can answer. We can be
servants of God.
• Gather the children around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).

Read it together.

Peaceful Place – Preschool & Early Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 1 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 1F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Follow Me, by Ellie Sandall; paper; crayons or colored
pencils; various art supplies; examples of different hats
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 1F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to use the paper and art supplies to create their own leader hat.
• Encourage the children to color the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Call Through Listening
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. This
month we are practicing listening for God through our prayers.
• Gather the children in a circle.
• Invite the children to strike a pose that represents being a leader such as their

hands on their hips or flexing their muscles.
• When the children strike their poses, invite them to say, “I am a leader for God!”
• Repeat as needed and encourage children to try different poses.

PRAY: Dear God, thank you for making each of us a leader in our own special way.
Amen.
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Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (p.128).
SAY: Let’s look at your Take-Home Pages for today (Reproducibles 3F–3G). Ask your
family to participate in this week’s spiritual practice. Encourage your family to help
you with the Take-Home Pages.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and a copy of the Family Celebration Letter

home with each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Heads and Hearts
Supplies: none
• Gather the children in a circle.

ASK: Can you point to your head? Can you point to your heart?
SAY: Good job! When I say head, I want you to touch your head and when I say
heart, I want you to touch your heart. But when I say both you must touch both your
head and your heart at the same time!
• Play the game. Go slow. Then go fast.

SAY: God asks us to use our heads and our hearts to be good leaders.
• Say or sing a prayer together.

Preschool or Early Elementary – Leader Letters
Supplies: construction paper, crayons, markers, envelopes, stickers
• Remind the children of the leaders in their lives and in their communities.
• Encourage the children to pick one leader and write a note or draw a picture for

that leader.
• Consider having a list of names and addresses for special leaders in your church

and in your community.

Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

9781791025762_INT_Session 3.indd 36

36

Cele
Lead

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 8:34 AM

age for
n Press

Older Elementary – Who Would God Call?
Supplies: none
SAY: In our Bible story, the people want a king, but Samuel says God is the king.
ASK: What makes a good leader? Do you like to lead? Are you a good leader?
• Have the children line up. Pick one child to be IT.
• Have the group begin shouting, “We want a king!” until IT shouts another child’s

name.
• When IT says a name, the person will say something that makes them a good

leader.
• Continue playing until each child has been called.

Tip: If a child cannot think of a leadership quality, have the group help.
SAY: Everyone is a leader.

Intergenerational Activity – Pastor Prayers
Supplies: paper, pens, markers
SAY: One leader in our community is our pastor(s). Our pastor teaches us how to
follow God and makes important decisions about our church.
SAY: Let’s think of ways that we can encourage our pastor(s) as leaders.
• Write down prayers for the leaders in your church.
• Make encouraging cards or notes for your pastor(s) or other leaders in your church.
• Give the prayers to your pastors to provide comfort and support for the important

work they are doing for God.
PRAY: God, thank you for our leaders, both in our community and our church. Help
us to support and encourage our leaders as they seek to do good. Show us ways
that we too can lead. Amen.
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4
“Speak. Your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10b)

Samuel Anoints David – 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

David Was Anointed (Coloring)

crayons or colored
pencils

large and small
heart stencils

scissors

googly eyes
(optional)

David’s Brothers (Coloring)
A Heart For God (Puzzle)

glue sticks

David is Chosen (Puzzle)

construction paper
or card stock

A Heart Like David (Drawing)

markers

Seeing With Your Heart (Art)
Peaceful Place (Response Activities)
Heart People (Craft)
Look Closely (Science)
Sharing Your Heart (Activity)

plastic magnifying
glasses
permanent markers

fast drying clay

paper

heart-shaped
cookie cutters

sticky notes
tape

items shaped like
hearts

pens

Suggested Books

Heart Notes (Writing)

Follow Me by Ellie Sandall

Tips for the Leader
• As you wrap up this unit, ask children if they

have heard God call or speak to them in any
way this month.
• If you have extra time, review the stories

9781791025762_INT_Session 4.indd 38

Kids videos? Check out www.amplifymedia.
com to learn more about our streaming
platform.
• Consider having heart stickers available to

from this unit by looking back through
your Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook
or watching the Sessions 1–4 videos.
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Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: CALL
Toward the end of Saul’s 40-year reign over Israel, Saul had begun to disobey God.
We are told in 1 Samuel 15:11 that God regretted making Saul king because Saul
didn’t do what God said. God decided to have Samuel anoint a new king. God told
Samuel that the new king was to be one of the sons of Jesse.
David was the youngest of the eight sons of Jesse. It is easy to imagine that with
seven older brothers, David might have occasionally felt overlooked, overshadowed,
or left out. It is interesting to note that when Samuel asked Jesse to bring his sons
with him, David was not even included. It was only when Samuel asked Jesse, “Is that
all of your boys?” (1 Samuel 16:11) that Jesse confirmed he had another son who was
watching the sheep.
When choosing a king to succeed Saul, God chose and called David rather than his
older brothers. Throughout the Bible we see examples of God seeing possibilities
in unexpected places and unlikely people. God reminded Samuel that God does
not see people as others see them. God knows the talents and strengths we each
possess, even those that are not outwardly visible.
In this Bible story, we can see that God calls all persons regardless of outward
appearances or social expectations. In our society, children are bombarded with
messages about the importance of external appearances. Everywhere they look—on
TV, in magazines, on the internet—children are presented with images of “beautiful
people” that attempt to shape their definitions of success. It is important to let
children know God does not see people the same way society does. God does not
call people because they look good. God calls people because of who they are and
their heart to serve God and others.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Who is an unexpected leader in your life? Many people have persons in our lives
who do not know they possess leadership skills. Sometimes they are called quiet
leaders, because they are not always the most outspoken, but they lead by their
actions and the way they live their lives. Consider encouraging a “quiet leader”
this week. Say a prayer of gratitude for their leadership.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, 7 white paper circles and one colored paper circle
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22). Place the circles
inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word call means.
SAY: This month we are learning about important people who were called by God.
ASK: Can you think of any brothers in the Bible? (Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau,
Moses and Aaron, Peter and Andrew, James and John)
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “Samuel Anoints David” (pp. 86–87),
from the storybook Bible or read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for teaching us that everyone can be called by you.

David Was Anointed – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “David was Anointed” (Reproducible 4A) for each
preschooler.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to color the picture.

SAY: God told Samuel to choose David as the next king. God saw how much David
loved God.
WONDER: Have you ever been chosen for something special? How did it feel?

David’s Brothers – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “David’s Brothers” (Reproducible 4B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “David’s Brothers” to each child.
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SAY: David had seven brothers. David looked different from his brothers.
Color the picture and circle the brother you think is David.
• Invite the children to follow the directions and color the page.

WONDER: What made David stand out to Samuel?

A Heart for God – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, crayons, scissors, glue sticks,
construction paper or card stock
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “A Heart for God” (Reproducible 4C) for each child
• Hand out a copy of “A Heart for God” to each child.

SAY: In our Bible story today, God instructed Samuel to choose a new king. At first,
Samuel thought God would have him choose a king based on his looks, but the
Bible says that God spoke to Samuel saying, “Humans see what is only visible to the
eyes, but the Lord sees into the heart.” God knew that David would be a king who
loved God.
• Invite the children to color, cut out, and assemble the puzzle pieces. Then, glue the

pieces onto construction paper or card stock.
WONDER: What does God see when God looks into your heart?

David Is Chosen – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “David Is Chosen” (Reproducible 4E) for each child.
• Invite the children to find the words from today’s Bible story.

A Heart Like David – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons and markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “A Heart Like David” (Reproducible 4D) for each child.
SAY: Even though David did not look big and strong like his brothers, he had a heart
for God and God knew he would be a good leader.
• Invite the children to draw the brothers inside the hearts.
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Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 4 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What was your favorite part of the story?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book 4F–4G. Display the Unit 1 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story one section

at a time.
WONDER: What would make David a good king?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 14).
Locate the Unit 1 story figures (Class Pack—6).
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is call.
ASK: What does the word call mean?
SAY: When you hear the word call, you might think of someone calling your name or
making a phone call. But in the Bible God also “calls” us. When God calls us, God is
asking us to do something special.
• Show the children the Unit 1 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 22).
• Read the definition of the word call from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Today, we have been learning about David. David is a special king and a leader
for God.
• Have a child place David on the Wonder Mat.
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WONDER together:
❍ Will David be a good king?
❍ What does God see in your heart?
❍ What does it mean when we say, “God sees into the heart?”
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the circles.

SAY: The white circles represent David and his seven brothers. The color circle
represents David. David stood out from his brothers and was a leader for God.

Experience Wonder
Seeing With Your Heart – All Ages
Supplies: fast drying clay, heart-shaped cookie cutters
• Give each child some clay.
• Invite the children to create a heart with the clay using the cookie cutter or their

hands.
• Have the children use their finger to place a hole in the middle of the heart, so that

you can see through the heart.
• While the clay is drying, have a conversation about God seeing into our hearts.

SAY: The Bible story says, God sees into our hearts.
ASK: What do you think that means?
SAY: God doesn’t care what we look like, where we live, or even if we are the best at
something. God cares about how we show God’s love.
• When the hearts are dry, have the children take their hearts home.
• Share with the children that these hearts are a reminder of God seeing into our

hearts and that we should try to do the same.

Examine the Bible Verse – Early & Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 1 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 3:10b. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old). Where is the Book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (3) What is the verse number? (10)
SAY: Our Bible verse tells us what a life of faith following the Spirit looks like.
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 15).

Read it together.
WONDER: How is God calling you to serve?
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Peaceful Place – Preschool & Early Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 1 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 1F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Follow Me, by Ellie Sandall; paper; different items shaped
like hearts; play dough or clay
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 1F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to hold a heart-shaped item and to pray about what is

on their hearts.
• Encourage children to make a heart out of paper, play dough, or clay.
• Encourage the children to color the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring page.
• Invite children to draw their favorite part of today’s story.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Call Through Listening
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. This
month we are practicing listening to God in our prayers.
• Gather the children in a circle.
• Invite the children to strike a pose that represents being a leader such as their

hands on their hips or flexing their muscles.
• When the children strike their poses, invite them to say, “I am a leader for God!”

SAY: Today in our prayer, I am going to leave space for you to listen to God. After we
all have time to listen, I will say amen.
PRAY: Dear God, show us how we can be a leader in our own special way (pause for
an appropriate amount of time). Amen.

Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—pp.128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” for each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 4F–4G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. There’s an extra activity for you to do sometime this week.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and a copy of the Family Celebration Letter

home with each child.
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Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Heart People
Supplies: construction paper, scissors, glue sticks, googly eyes (optional), large and
small heart stencils
Prepare Ahead: Cut four 4-inch strips of construction paper for each child.
SAY: God loves you and God gives us big hearts to love others. Let’s make a heart
person to remind us that God loves us and sees us.
• Help the children to trace one large heart and 4 small hearts onto construction

paper.
• Show children how to fold their construction paper strips, front and back, like an

accordion. These will be the arms and legs of your heart person.
• Use glue to attach one of the small hearts at the end of each folded piece of paper.
• Using the large heart as a body, glue the four folded pieces of paper on like arms

and legs.
• Invite the children to draw a face on the large heart. If desired, use googly eyes for

the eyes and draw a mouth.
SAY: God loves you and God gives us big hearts to love others. How can you show
your love for God and love for others?
• Invite each child to think of who they can share their heart person with.

Tip: If your children are younger or need extra help, have hearts and strips of paper
pre-traced or pre-cut for them to color and assemble.

Early Elementary – Look Closely
Supplies: plastic magnifying glasses, permanent markers, Bibles
• Give each child a magnifying glass. Have the children draw a heart on the

magnifying glass.
• When they are done, have the children hold up their magnifying glasses to their eyes.

SAY: Sometimes you might not be able to see clearly, but when you look closely you
can remember God’s word to always see people by the love in their hearts.
• Invite children to use their magnifying glasses to look up this month’s memory

verse and other verses in the Bible.
• Let the children take home their magnifying glasses as a reminder of the Bible story.
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Older Elementary – Sharing Your Heart
Supplies: sticky notes, pens
• Gather the children together.

ASK: What do you think people see when they look at you? What does God see?
• Have the children write down one quality they like about themselves on a sticky note.
• Invite the children to put the sticky note on their shirt like a nametag.
• Ask willing volunteers to share their quality and why they chose it.
• Continue the activity by encouraging children to write qualities that they like about

each other on sticky notes. Have the children share the sticky notes by placing
them on their friends’ backs or shoulders.

Intergenerational Activity – Heart Notes
Supplies: sticky notes or paper hearts, tape, pens
SAY: We learned today that God sees differently than humans see. Sometimes it is
hard to see ourselves the way God sees us.
WONDER: What would it look like if we could see ourselves and others the way God
sees us?
• Work together to think of positive affirmations that you can share with others in

your faith community.
• Write positive affirmations or kind words and quotes on the sticky notes.
• Place the notes on the mirrors in the bathrooms at your church or in other

visible places.
PRAY: God, help us to share your love by seeing ourselves and others the way you
see us. Thank you for seeing our hearts. Amen.
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5
The Lord sees into the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7b)

David Plays Music – 1 Samuel 16:14-23
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

David Plays Music for Saul (Coloring)

crayons or colored
pencils

biscuit dough

watercolors
(optional)

cookie sheet

music and music
player

butcher paper

Finding Music (Matching)
The Song I Would Sing (Journaling)
Saul’s Song and Your Song (Creative Writing)
Play the Music (Game)
Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

pretzel sticks

oven

markers

Sing a Silly Song (Music)

copies of sheet
music

Bread Harps (Snack)

construction paper

hymnals

Singing Through the Bible (Activity)

scissors

lyrics to worship
songs

pens

Suggested Books
Banjo Granny by Sarah Martin Busse
and Jacqueline Briggs Martin

Tips for the Leader
• This session focuses on music. Be aware of

any sound sensitivities among the children in
your class.
• Review the Session Outline and choose the

activities that work best for your students’
ages, your time frame, space, and classroom
resources.
• Make a Wonder Box and set up your Wonder

• Photocopy any reproducibles you choose to

use ahead of time.
• Locate items for this session in the Class

Pack and hang or lay them out before your
class meets.
• If using the supplemental food activity (Music

Snack, p. 54), be sure to check for allergies
ahead of time.

Table if you haven’t already done so.
Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

9781791025762_INT_Session 5.indd 47

47

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 8:46 AM

5
Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: SEEKING
Although David was the youngest of Jesse’s sons, God chose him to be the second
king of Israel. At God’s direction, the prophet Samuel visited Jesse and anointed
David to be king. David was probably a teenager at this time. This anointing was
done in secret as Saul was still king. There was no big announcement that David had
been chosen as Saul’s successor.
How then did David get from taking care of his father’s sheep to the palace? The
Bible says that God’s Spirit had left Saul. King Saul’s actions likely played a role in
his falling out of God’s favor. Saul was apparently experiencing periods of torment,
though the Bible is spare on details of these episodes. Saul’s servants suggested
finding someone to play music for him.
The healing properties of music have been noted both in ancient and modern
literature. Saul’s servants were convinced that music will help. A servant heard that
of one of Jesse’s sons played the lyre. Saul agreed to try music, and David was
fetched to come to the palace. David’s music did help, and Saul liked him, so David’s
continued presence at the palace was requested. Although Saul didn’t realize it at
the time, he had just invited his successor to come and live with him.
In this story, David was not necessarily seeking ways to use his gifts to soothe Saul’s
troubles or to be the next king. Rather, David was sought. God also seeks out and
supports our gifts so that we might also say yes to God to help others and to be
leaders in God’s world.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Create a playlist of some of your most soothing songs. Consider finding the Celebrate
Wonder Album on Spotify and listening to the songs, or seek out other music that
speaks to your soul. As you listen, say a prayer of thanks for the gift of music.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, sheet music.
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4). Place the sheet
music inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word seeking means.
SAY: This month we are learning about being devoted to God. There are many
people in the Bible who commit their lives to faith to do good things in God’s name.
ASK: What does the word seeking mean to you?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “David Plays Music” (pp. 88–89),
from the storybook Bible or read 1 Samuel 16:14-23 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for beautiful music.

David Plays Music for Saul – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, watercolor paints (optional)
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “David Plays Music for Saul” (Reproducible 5A) for
each child.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to color the picture or paint the picture with

watercolor paints.
• Play soothing music while children complete the coloring page.

SAY: David played music for Saul to help Saul feel better.
WONDER: Does music make you feel better? What songs do you like to listen to?
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Finding Music – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Finding Music” (Reproducible 5B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Finding Music” to each child.

SAY: David was a musician. He wrote and played music for himself and for others. In
our story today, David played music for Saul.
WONDER: Have you ever read or played music?
SAY: Just like we read letters and words, we can read music. There are special notes
that help musicians know what to play.
• Invite the kids to match the music notes on the page.

The Song I Would Sing – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pens or pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “The Song I Would Sing” (Reproducible 5C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “The Song I Would Sing” to each child.

ASK: Do you have a favorite song? What do you like about your favorite song?
• Invite the children to draw or write about a favorite song.
• Invite willing volunteers to share.

Saul’s Song and Your Song – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Saul’s Song and Your Song” (Reproducible 5D) onto
card stock for each kid in your class.
SAY: David played music for Saul.
ASK: If you were David, what kind of music would you play? What song would you sing?
• Encourage each child to write words to a song or draw music notes.

WONDER: How does God feel about our music?
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Wonder Time
Share a Bible Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 5 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What was it like for David to play music for Saul?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 5F–5G. Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
WONDER: What do you think David’s music sounded like?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 17). Cut
out the Unit 2 story figures (Class Pack—19).
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is seeking.
ASK: What do you think the word seeking means?
SAY: The word seeking might sound like you are looking for something.
ASK: What kinds of things do you look for? What does God look for?
• Show the children the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4).
• Read the definition of the word seeking from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Today, we have been learning about David who played music for King Saul.
David was a talented musician.
ASK: Do you have a special talent? Our talents help us serve God.
• Have a child place the belt/leg armor on the Wonder Mat.
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WONDER together:
❍ Do you like music?
❍ Why do you think King Saul was so grumpy?
❍ What makes you feel better?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the sheet music.

ASK: What does sheet music have to do with our Bible story today?

Experience Wonder
Play the Music – All Ages
Supplies: music, music player
• Gather the children together.
• Play the music. When the music stops, the children must freeze. The last person to

freeze must sing or say a line from a song.
• Play the game as long as time allows.
• After the game, have a conversation about David.

SAY: This game was kind of silly, but it probably made you feel happy and smile.
David wanted to use his talents from God to help Saul. David was devoted to God
and devoted to seeking out ways to serve God.

Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 1 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 16:7b. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (16) What is the verse number? (7)
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that God sees our gifts and talents.
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).

Read it together.
WONDER: What are some of your gifts and talents?
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Peaceful Place – All Ages
Supplies: copies of the Unit 2 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 5F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Banjo Granny, by Sarah Martin Busse and Jacqueline
Briggs Martin; quiet music; music player; sheet music
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 5F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to listen to the music and write their own songs.
• Encourage the children to color the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring page.
• Encourage children to draw their favorite part of today’s story.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Seeking through Devotion
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. When
we are present with God, our relationship with God grows. This month we are going
to learn how we can be devoted to God.
• Gather the children in a circle.

ASK: Have you ever heard of the word devotion? What does the word devotion
mean to you?
SAY: Devotion is like a commitment or responsibility. When we are devoted to God,
we promise to be faithful and to love all God’s children.
• Help the children learn the following song to the tune of “Awesome God.”

I am devoted to God
I am devoted to God
I seek my God each day
I am devoted to God
PRAY: Thank you God, for the gift of music. Thank you for showing us ways to seek
you. Amen.
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Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—pp. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (pp. 128) for each child
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 5F–5G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. Be sure to tell your family about this month’s faith word! Ask them what the
word seeking means to them!
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and a copy of the Family Celebration Letter

home with each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Sing a Silly Song
• Sing “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”
• Then replace the word star with silly words such as animals, things in the rooms, or

children’s names.
• Invite the children to come up with a word to replace the word star.

SAY: Music can make us feel happy. Thank you, God, for music!
• Say or sing a prayer together.

Early Elementary – Bread Harps
Supplies: biscuit dough, pretzel sticks, oven, cookie sheet
SAY: Today David shared his gifts by playing music for Saul. Let’s remember our story
by making a music snack!
• Give each child a piece of biscuit dough and six pretzel sticks.
• Have the children curve the dough in an arch. Lay the pretzel sticks across the arch

to fill the gap. The dough and sticks should look like a harp.
• Bake the dough according to the package directions.
• Go about the rest of the session. When the snack is done, allow the children to

enjoy their edible bread harps
Tip: Be aware of food allergies. If choosing this activity, try to complete it at the
beginning of your session.
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Older Elementary – Say and Sing
Supplies: butcher paper, pencils, crayons, markers
• Have the children find a partner.
• One at a time, one partner will lie on the butcher paper on their back and the other

partner will trace their body on the paper.
SAY: Our bodies help us feel our emotions.
ASK: When you are angry, where do you feel anger in your body? (Head, stomach,
fists, and so forth.) There is no wrong answer.
• Invite the children to color their paper bodies and to show where they feel big

emotions in the bodies such as happiness, anger, sadness, and so forth.
• Ask willing volunteers to share.

SAY: King Saul was very upset in our Bible story, but music helped.
ASK: What helps you when you have big feelings in your body?
SAY: Practice finding soothing ways to help you when you have big emotions. Saul
used music, but you can use whatever helps you the most.

Intergenerational Activity – Singing Through the Bible
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, hymnals or lyrics to worship songs
Prepare Ahead: Make Copies of “Singing Through the Bible” (Reproducible 5E)
SAY: The Bible is full of people singing praises to God. Let’s look up some Bible
verses about praising God.
• Invite participants to share their favorite verse, song, or hymn and where they are

found in the Bible.
• As a church family, schedule a church sing-a-long.
• Gather in your worship space and sing your favorite songs.

PRAY: God, thank you for the gift of music. Thank you for showing us words that
help us praise you. Thank you for who you are, God. Amen.
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6
The Lord sees into the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7b)

David and Goliath – 1 Samuel 17:1-51a
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance
scissors

timer or stopwatch

construction paper

butcher paper

glue sticks or tape

measuring tape

David and Goliath (Activity)

crayons or colored
pencils

large smooth rocks
or stones

Wearing God’s Armor (Game)

markers

permanent markers

pens

paint pens
(optional)

David Defeats Goliath (Story Sequencing)
David’s Skills (Writing)
God Stones (Journaling)

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

dress-up clothes or
costumes

I Am Strong (Movement)
How Big? (Art/Science)

Suggested Book

Stack the Stones (Art)

Enough Already by Keturah A. Bobo

Worship Leaders (Activity)

Tips for the Leader
• Be aware that this week’s Bible story features

a Bible figures who engaged in a physical
conflict. Be sure that children understand
that violence is not the way to solve
problems in everyday life.
• Be aware of any bullying sensitivities that
• Review the Session Outline and choose the

activities that work best for your students’
ages and adjust if needed.

9781791025762_INT_Session 6.indd 56

Table if you haven’t already done so.
• Photocopy any reproducibles you choose to

use ahead of time.
• Locate items for this session in the Class

Pack and hang or lay them out before your
class meets.

may arise from this story.

Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

• Make a Wonder Box and set up your Wonder

56

• Make sure your video is ready to play during

Wonder Time.

Cele
Lead

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 8:51 AM

tch

cks

kers

6
Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: SEEKING
The story of David and Goliath is a well-known Bible story. Even people without
a religious background know the basic outline of the story. Painters, sculptors,
musicians, poets, and videographers have used this story as subject matter. The tale
of David, a young shepherd boy, defeating Goliath, a mighty warrior, has become
a metaphor for hope for the underdog. When people are faced with seemingly
overwhelming opposition, this story is a reminder that there is a way to overcome.
David displays the curiosity we would expect from any young person in this situation.
He wants to know what is happening. David is the first Israelite who appears to
be willing to fight Goliath. David is also the first one in the story to describe the
situation in a theological context. To David’s way of thinking, Goliath has done more
than simply challenge Israel’s army; Goliath has insulted God. It is this framing of the
situation that gives David the courage to face Goliath. David is confident God is on
his side.
In this story, it seems that David sought out ways to stand up for his faith and to fight
for God’s people. In David’s curiosity, he becomes a seeker and a believer that with
God’s help he can overcome the giant. We all have giants in our lives, and like many
we can use this story to seek out ways to overcome our challenges through our faith
in God. When faced with problems that seem to tower over us, we can be seekers for
God and look for the ways God wants us to fight for goodness and for justice.

onder

Although this is a story of physical violence, we can help children know that this
story took place during a time when fighting was common. However, today we can
fight injustice by seeking ways to speak up and stand up when there are bullies or
problems that seem too big to face.

se to

Spiritual Practice for Adults

s
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uring
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What are big challenges in your life or in the world? Find some rocks or stones and
write your challenges on the rocks. Go outside and find a body of water such as
a pond or lake. Spend some time in prayer near the water, then throw the stones
into the water. As you watch the stones sink, thank God for helping us overcome
challenges.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, rocks or stones.
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4). Place the rocks
inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word seeking means.
SAY: This month we are learning about being devoted to God. There are many
people in the Bible who commit their lives to faith to do good things in God’s name.
ASK: What helps you have a strong faith in God?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “David and Goliath” (pp. 90–91),
from the storybook Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for helping me have courage in my faith.

David Defeats Goliath – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, scissors, construction paper, glue sticks
or tape
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “David Defeats Goliath” (Reproducible 6A) for each child.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to color the picture.
• Assist preschoolers in cutting out the pictures and putting the story in order by

gluing or taping the pictures to construction paper.
• Talk about the story while you work.

WONDER: How do you think David felt when he first saw Goliath?
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David’s Skills – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “David’s Skills” (Reproducible 6B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “David’s Skills” to each child.

SAY: When David stood up to Goliath, God was on his side. God gives us all the
special skills we need to face whatever comes our way.
WONDER: What kind of skills did David have? What kind of skills do you have?
• Encourage the children to complete the page with their thoughts and ideas.

God Stones – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils or pens
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “God Stones” (Reproducible 6C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “God Stones” to each child.

SAY: David beat Goliath. He used his faith in God to win. Think about ways that God
helps you defeat hard things in your life.
• Have children fill out the page. They may color the page if they choose.

David and Goliath – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons or markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “David and Goliath” (Reproducible 6D) each child.
SAY: The story of David and Goliath is a very well-known story in the Bible. Let’s see
what we can remember from the story!
• Pass out copies of “David and Goliath” to each child.
• Encourage children to color and cut out the pieces of the story
• Invite children to retell the story as they add the pieces to the scene.
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Wonder Time
Share A Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 6 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 6F–6G. Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
WONDER: Do you think David was scared? Why or why not?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 17).
Locate the Unit 2 story figures (Class Pack—p.19) if you haven’t already.
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is seeking.
ASK: What do you think the word seeking means?
• Show the children the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4).
• Read the definition of the word seeking from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Today, David is devoted to God and seeks to defeat Goliath.
• Have a child place the arms armor on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What happened in our Bible story today?
❍ What was your favorite part of the story? Why?
❍ Is it easy to trust God?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the stones.

SAY: These stones can represent the big and scary things in our lives. But remember
God is with us.
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Experience Wonder
Wearing God’s Armor – All Ages
Supplies: dress-up clothes or costumes, timer
• Divide the children into teams and have them line up.
• Place the clothes at one end of the room and the children at the other.
• When you say go, have the first child in line go to the clothes.
• Set the timer for 10 seconds and let the child put on as many clothes as they can.

When the ten seconds is up, have the child keep on the clothes and go quickly
back to their line.
• When the first child returns to the line, the next child will do the same.
• Continue the game until all the clothes are gone.

WONDER: What was it like trying to move in all those clothes? What do you think
David felt like in armor that was too big for him?
SAY: David must have had a hard time wearing armor that was too big. He took it
off and fought Goliath with just a slingshot. He was very brave. David trusted God to
protect him.

Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 2 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 16:7b. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (16) What is the verse number? (7)
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).

Read it together.
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that God sees us for who we are.

Peaceful Place – Preschool & Younger Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 2 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 5F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; suggested book: Enough Already, by Keturah A. Bobo;
paper; and crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 5F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
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• Invite the children to draw about a time they were brave.
• Encourage the children to color the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Seeking Through Devotion
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. When
we are present with God, our relationship with God grows. This month we are going
to learn how we can be devoted to God.
ASK: Have you ever heard of the word devotion? What does the word devotion
mean to you?
SAY: Devotion is like a commitment or responsibility. When we are devoted to God,
we promise to be faithful and to love all God’s children.
• Help the children learn the following song to the tune of “Awesome God.”

I am devoted to God
I am devoted to God
I seek my God each day
I am devoted to God

Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (p. 128) for each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 6F–6G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. There’s a special prayer for you to say with your family this week.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter home with

each child.
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Supplemental Activities
Preschool – I Am Strong
Supplies: none
• Ask the children to show you their muscles.

SAY: Wow! You are so strong!
ASK: Who was strong in our Bible story today? Are you strong?
• Have the children show their muscles again.

SAY: Wow! You are so strong!
ASK: Is God strong? What do God’s muscles look like?
• Invite the children to sing with you to the tune of “Our God Is So Big!” Create

hand motions to the words that help children remember the words.
Our God is so BIG, so STRONG, and so MIGHTY
There’s nothing our God cannot do!
Our God is so BIG, so STRONG, and so MIGHTY
There’s nothing our God cannot do!
The mountains are God’s, the valleys are God’s, the stars are God’s handiwork too!
Our God is so BIG, so STRONG, and so MIGHTY
There’s nothing our God cannot do!

Early Elementary – How Big?
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, butcher paper, pencils, crayons, measuring tape
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “How Big?” (Reproducible 6E) for each child; cut butcher
paper into large sheets big enough for each child.
• Give each child a copy of “How Big?”

SAY: In our Bible story today, we learned that Goliath was nine feet tall. That’s taller
than most basketball players. Goliath was very big and very tall.
ASK: How tall are you?
• Have the children find a partner to trace an outline of their bodies on the paper.
• After each person has traced their bodies, let the children use the measuring tape

to see how tall they are.
• Encourage the children to write their height on the paper.
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• Let the children color their bodies on the paper. Encourage the children to draw

and write about their strengths that God has given them such as being a good
friend, helping others, and so forth.
• Hang up the children’s drawings.
• Invite children to complete the page, comparing their height to Goliath’s height.

Older Elementary – Stack the Stones
Supplies: large smooth rocks or stones, permanent markers, paint pens (optional)
• Give each child a stone.
• Invite the children to write or draw on their stone. They may choose to write

prayers, Bible verses, or draw images from the Bible story.
• When the children are finished coloring the stones, invite the children to join you

in a circle.
• One at a time, have the children stack their stones together, place one stone on

top of the others.
SAY: It is an ancient tradition to stack stones. Stone stacking is a symbol of peace
and good luck.
• It is OK if the stones fall. Remind the children to keep trying to stack the stones.

This is a peaceful activity to work together and find a way to bring peace to our
worries and fears.
• Once the stones are stacked, ask a child to say a prayer for peace.

Intergenerational Activity – Worship Leaders
Supplies: none
SAY: David was just a kid when he fought Goliath. Kids are brave and can do hard things.
• Invite children to participate in part of worship this week, by leading a prayer,

reading the Scripture, or something else.
SAY: We can all be brave when we trust in God.
• Say a prayer before, during or after your service, thanking God for the ministry and

gifts of people of all ages.
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7
The Lord sees into the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7b)

David and Jonathan – 1 Samuel 18:1-5; 20:1-42
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Best Friends (Drawing)

crayons or colored
pencils

What Makes a Good Friend? (Activity)

string or jute
rubber bands

Follow the Arrows (Puzzle)

watercolor paints
(optional)

Finding Friends (Puzzle)

scissors

craft sticks

Find the Arrows (Craft)

markers

Holding My Arrows (Craft)

glue

precut paper
triangles

Praying for Our Friends (Writing)

paper towel rolls

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

colored paper

Point to a Friend (Game)

stapler

Friendship Bracelets (Craft)

papaer
permanent markers
plastic lacing string
yarn

stickers

Arrow Bookmark (Craft)

sand trays

beads

Suggested Books

New Friends (Activity)

Hattie and Hudson by Chris Van Dusen

Tips for the Leader
• For older children who may explore the story

from a full text Bible, be aware that Saul
expresses an intention to do violence to
David.

Older Elementary age children in this session,
but could be made with any age with
appropriate sized/safe beads.

• Be aware of children who have trouble

• Consider bringing in and sharing a picture of

making friends when talking about friendship
in this session.
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7
Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: SEEKING
As friendships go, the relationship between David and Jonathan was particularly
complex. Jonathan is the son of Saul, the current king of Israel. As Saul’s son,
Jonathan is the potential heir of the throne. However, David, the shepherd boy, has
been anointed by Samuel as the next king of Israel. This could have been a cause of
rivalry between David and Jonathan, but instead they became friends. At one point,
Jonathan gives David his robe, his military clothes, his sword, his bows and arrows,
and his belt. This gesture symbolizes a personal commitment to David but can also
be interpreted as Jonathan’s acknowledgment that David will be the future king.
The Bible tells us David and Jonathan were the best of friends. Depending on which
version of the Bible you are reading, we are told in 1 Samuel 18:1 that “the soul of
Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul”
(NRSV), or “Jonathan cared about David as much as he cared about himself” (CEB),
or “Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself” (NIV).
When King Saul first meets David, he is impressed with him and brings him to live in
his own house. Later, Saul becomes jealous of David’s support and popularity. Saul is
enraged to the point of wanting to have David killed. Jonathan’s loyalty to David is
so strong he goes against his father and helps David run away.
David and Jonathan seek friendship when they could have been enemies. Children
today know the ups and downs of friends. Children can also feel the tension and
division in our world today. This story could teach us ways to be friends instead of
enemies. That we can seek out ways to work together to do God’s work. This might
look like giving, delighting, and protecting, so that loyalty looks more like love,
rather than lines drawn. When we seek to see God’s commonality in one another we
are seeking and seeing God.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Who is your best friend? Consider the best friends of the children you work with.
What makes a good friend? Do your friendships model good friendship qualities?
This week, check in with a friend you might be missing or a friend you have not
connected with in a while. Find time to chat, have coffee, or write a special note.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, a friendship bracelet
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4). Place the
bracelet inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word seeking means.
SAY: This month we are learning about being devoted to God. There are many
people in the Bible who commit their lives to faith to do good things in God’s name.
ASK: Who in your life has a strong faith? What makes your faith strong? Who helps
you have faith?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “David and Jonathan” (pp. 92–93),
from the storybook Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for faithful friends. Amen.

Best Friends – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, watercolor paints (optional)
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Best Friends” (Reproducible 7A) for each child.
• Invite the children to draw or paint their best friend.

SAY: Friends are a special gift from God. David and Jonathan were very good friends.
WONDER: Who is your best friend? What do they look like? What makes your best
friend special?
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What Makes a Good Friend? – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “What Makes a Good Friend?” (Reproducible 7B)
for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “What Makes a Good Friend?” to each child.

SAY: Jonathan was a good friend to David.
ASK: What makes a good friend? What are your friends like?
• Invite the kids to complete the page.
• Encourage willing volunteers to share.

WONDER: What other qualities make a good friend?

Follow Arrows, Find Friends – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Follow the Arrows” (Reproducible 7C) and “Finding
Friends” (Reproducible 7D) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Follow the Arrows” and “Finding Friends” to each child.

SAY: In our Bible story today, Jonathan used arrows to help David escape from Saul.
Because they were such good friends, Jonathan did what he could to help David get
to safety.
• Have the children solve the puzzles by following the arrows and finding the words

from the story.
ASK: What things do you find hard or challenging?

Find the Arrows – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, scissors, crayons or markers, stickers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Find the Arrows” (Reproducible 7E) for each child.
SAY: David and Jonathan used arrows in our Bible story today. Let’s make our own
arrows to remind ourselves what happened.
• Invite the children to color and cut out the arrows.
• Encourage children to design their arrows in a unique way.
• Let the children interact with the arrows by reenacting the story or by playing hide

and seek with the arrows.
WONDER: How do you help your friends?
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Wonder Time
Share a Bible Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 7 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 7F–7G. Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
ASK: What makes David a good friend? What makes Jonathan a good friend? Are
you a good friend?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 17).
Locate the Unit 2 story figures (Class Pack—19) if you haven’t already.
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is seeking.
ASK: What do you think the word seeking means?
• Show the children the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4).
• Read the definition of seeking from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Jonathan and David are such good friends. Good friends are a gift from God.
• Have a child place the boot armor on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ Do you love your friends?
❍ Who was your favorite character in the Bible story?
❍ What happened with the arrow in the Bible story?
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• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the friendship bracelet.

ASK: What does a friendship bracelet have to do with our Bible story?
PRAY: Thank you, God, for special friends. Help us to be a good friend. Amen

Experience Wonder
Holding My Arrows – All Ages
Supplies: paper towel rolls, colored paper, markers, scissors, glue or stapler,
embellishments such as stickers, string or jute, rubber bands, arrows made from
Reproducible 7E
SAY: David and Jonathan were friends when they could have been enemies.
ASK: What are the things that you like about your friends?
SAY: Let’s make a special arrow holder for our arrows to remind us of today’s story. A
holder for arrows is called a quiver.
• Give each child a paper towel roll.
• Use the paper to cover up one end of the roll by placing the paper over the hole

and wrapping a rubber band around the paper and the roll to hold in place.
• Invite the children to decorate the paper towel roll with the supplies provided.
• When the children have finished decorating, use tape or a stapeler to attach the

string from one open side of the closed roll to the other, making the string long
enough for the child to wear over their shoulder or chest.
• Use the arrows made from Reproducible 7E and place them in them in the

arrow holder.
• Help children take out their arrows and order their arrows in the correct order of

this month’s Bible verse.
• For younger children, let them play and interact with the arrows by retelling the story.

Examine the Bible Verse – Early or Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 2 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 16:7b. Find it in your Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (16) What is the verse number? (7)
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).

Read it together.
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that God sees us for who we are.
WONDER: What makes you special to God?
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Peaceful Place – Preschool or Younger Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 2 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 5F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Hattie and Hudson, by Chris Van Dusen; crayons; markers;
paper; sand trays
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 1 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 5F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw arrows with their fingers in the sand trays to remember

the story.
• Encourage the children to color the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring page.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Seeking Through Devotion
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. When
we are present with God, our relationship with God grows. This month we are going
to learn how we can be devoted to God.
ASK: Have you ever heard of the word devotion? What does the word devotion
mean to you?
SAY: Devotion is like a commitment or responsibility. When we are devoted to God,
we promise to be faithful and to love all God’s children.
• Help the children learn the following song to the tune of “Awesome God.”

I am devoted to God
I am devoted to God
I seek my God each day
I am devoted to God
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Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (p. 128) for each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 7F & 7G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. There’s a special prayer for you to complete and say about your friends. Don’t
forget to pray for your friends this week!
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and a copy of the Family Celebration Letter

home with each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Point to a Friend
Supplies: none
ASK: Do you have friends? What are their names?
• Have the children point to the person sitting beside them.

SAY: When you point to your friend say, “You are my friend, I am your friend. God
makes us all friends!”
• Let the children point around the circle and recite the ritual.

SAY: Pointing at our friends is like the arrow that pointed David in the right direction.
When we point to our friends, we can remember the love between David and
Jonathan.
• Say or sing a prayer together.

Early Elementary – Arrow Bookmarks
Supplies: large craft sticks, precut paper triangles, glue, fine-point permanent
markers
SAY: In today’s story, Jonathan used arrows to help show David the way to safety.
Sometimes God gives us arrows in our lives to point us to the right things. Let’s make
an arrow bookmark for our Bibles.
• Give each child a craft stick, triangle, and glue.
• Have the children write this month’s Bible verse on their craft stick and decorate

the craft stick with the markers.
• Glue the paper triangle to one end of the craft stick to make an arrow.
• Encourage the children to use the arrow as a bookmark for their Bibles.
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Older Elementary – Friendship Bracelets
Supplies: plastic lacing string or yarn, beads
SAY: In our Wonder Box today there was a friendship bracelet. Usually, we make
and share friendship bracelets with a close friend or friends. We can also wear a
friendship bracelet to remind us to be a good friend.
ASK: What makes a good friend? How does God want us to treat our friends?
• Invite the children to use the supplies to make a friendship bracelet as a reminder

of the Bible story and to be a good friend like David and Jonathan.
• Say a prayer for friendship.

Intergenerational Activity – New Friends
Supplies: none
SAY: Sometimes we sit in the same spots in church or in the same place each week
at worship. But what if we mixed things up?
• Invite your church family to sit somewhere new or with a new person or friend.
• Find someone you might not know at church and worship together.
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8
The Lord sees into the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7b)

Solomon Prays for Wisdom – 1 Kings 2:1-4; 3:1-15
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Praying for Wisdom (Coloring)

crayons or colored
pencils

Words of Wisdom (Craft)
Hats Off to God (Creative Writing)
Following Wisdom (Mindfulness)
I Am Wise (Craft)
Peaceful Place (Response Activities)
I Am Little, But I Am Wise (Movement)

paper plates

markers

music and music
player

scissors

posterboard

ribbon

cardboard

hole punch

magazines

card stock

glue

Suggested Book

You Are Wise (Game)

Shh...God Is in the Silence: A Story for All
Ages by Fiona Basile

Wisdom Board (Art)
What Would I Pray For? (Activity)

Tips for the Leader
• Be aware that children may not always be

able to discern what is wise.

remember this month’s Bible verse.

• This session offers an opportunity to explore

asking for what you truly need in prayer.
• Review the Session Outline and choose the

activities that work best for your students’
ages and your time frame, space, and
classroom resources.
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• Be sure to send the “Take-Home Pages” and

“Family Celebration Letter” home with each
child.
• Connect with parents when they pick up their

children and make sure they know about the
Family Spiritual Practice (in the Take-Home
Pages) to do at home together.
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Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: SEEKING

c

“Ask whatever you wish, and I’ll give it to you.” What would you say if God said
that to you? How would you decide what to ask for? Would you ask for wisdom as
Solomon did? Solomon has succeeded his father David as the King of Israel. God
appears to Solomon in a dream and asks what Solomon wants from God. Faced with
the opportunity to ask God for anything, Solomon declares his humility and asks for
an understanding mind. Solomon seeks out wisdom from God.
The Bible tells us God granted Solomon’s request and Solomon became famous
throughout the surrounding nations for his wisdom. Solomon used his wisdom, and
much of the Book of Proverbs is a collection of wisdom, attributed to Solomon.

All

y

” and
ach

Solomon was wise because he asked God for wisdom. Solomon asked God for the
help he needed to be king. Just as he is known for his wisdom, Solomon is also
known for the temple that was built during his reign. Throughout the process of
building the temple, Solomon continually seeks God’s guidance. Solomon was not
perfect but seeking out wisdom for God helped him along his journey as king.
Sometimes we want to ask God for everything. Often, we ask God to fulfill our
grocery list, asking for specific things that we need and want. What if instead of
seeking out our own needs, we ask God to be our guide? When we seek with God,
we are wiser and stronger.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
This week make a grocery list prayer. This means, write down everything you want
to make your life better or easier. Maybe it’s less stress, more money, time off, more
time with your family, and so forth. Once your list is completed, spend some time
reflecting on what you wrote down. Is there a common theme, are there things you
want, but don’t need? Say a prayer, asking for guidance. Consider what you truly
need from God.
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me
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, a Bible
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4). Place the Bible
inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word seeking means.
SAY: This month we are learning about being devoted to God. There are many
people in the Bible who commit their lives to faith to do good things in God’s name.
ASK: Who in your life has a strong faith? What makes your faith strong? Who helps
you have faith?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary kid to read, “Solomon Prays for Wisdom” (pp.
100–101), from the storybook Bible or read 1 Kings 2:1-4; 3:1-15 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for being wise. Amen.

Praying for Wisdom – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Praying for Wisdom” (Reproducible 8A) and for each child.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to color the pictures.

SAY: Solomon became the king after his father, David. When he became king,
Solomon wanted to be a good king, so Solomon asked God for wisdom.
WONDER: What did Solomon say to God? What would you say to God?
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Words of Wisdom – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, scissors, ribbon, card stock, hole punch
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Words of Wisdom” (Reproducible 8B) on card stock for
each child, cut ribbon into 8-inch pieces.
• Hand out a copy of “Words of Wisdom” to each child.

SAY: God asked Solomon to ask God for anything, and Solomon asked God for
wisdom. God heard Solomon’s prayer and Solomon was a very wise king. The Bible
is full of wisdom, and many verses were written by Solomon.
• Show children where the Book of Proverbs is found in the Bible.

SAY: The Book of Proverbs is believed to have been written by Solomon. Let’s make
bookmarks to remember some of the wisdom that Solomon received from God.
• Invite children to color and cut out their bookmarks.
• Assist children in punching holes and adding ribbon to their bookmarks.
• Encourage children to find the Book of Proverbs in their Bibles and place their

bookmarks there.

Hats Off to God – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, colored pencils or markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Hats Off to God” (Reproducible 8C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Hats Off to God” to each child.

SAY: Imagine if a hat were God’s wisdom. When you put on a hat God gives you
wisdom. What hat do you think best represents God? Even though hats don’t
actually give us wisdom, we can remember to use our brains to make wise and
faithful decisions.
• Encourage the children to complete and color the page.
• Ask willing volunteers to share.

WONDER: What kind of wisdom does God give you?
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Following Wisdom – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Following Wisdom” (Reproducible 8D) for each kid in
your class.
SAY: Solomon prayed to God and asked for wisdom. Our Bible story today is a
wonderful example of Solomon’s relationship with God. You can have a relationship
with God too!
• Hand out a copy of “Following Wisdom” to each child.
• Encourage children to color their labyrinth. Consider playing soothing music to

create a calm atmosphere.
• Encourage children to follow the labyrinth with their fingers.

SAY: As you trace the lines, pray for wisdom.

Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 8 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’ Book,
8F–8G. Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 8F & 8G. Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
WONDER: Why did Solomon ask God for wisdom?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 17).
Locate the Unit 2 story figures (Class Pack—p. 19) if you haven’t already.
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• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is seeking.
ASK: What do you think the word seeking means?
• Show the children the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4).
• Read the definition of seeking from the Faith Word Poster.

ASK: What else makes God happy?
• Have a child place the helmet on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ Are you wise? Is God wise?
❍ What makes someone wise?
❍ What was your favorite part of the story?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the Bible.

SAY: God continues to share God’s wisdom through the words and stories we find
in our Bibles.
WONDER: What does it feel like when God is with you?

Experience Wonder
I Am Wise – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book (8E), hole punch, card stock, crayons or makers,
ribbon
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “I Am Wise” for each child on card stock, cut ribbon into
10-inch pieces (3–4 pieces per child)
• Hand out a copy of “I Am Wise” to each child.

SAY: God gave Solomon wisdom, and God gives us wisdom too! Words of wisdom
can be things that help other people.
ASK: What would you say if someone asked you to share your wisdom with them?
What wise things do you know that you want other people to know?
• Encourage children to write their own words of wisdoms on the shapes. Help

younger children by having them dictate their words of wisdom to you.
• Have children cut out their shapes, punch a hole in the corner of each shape, and

tie a ribbon through each hole. Provide assistance to younger children if needed.
ASK: Who will you share your words of wisdom with?
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Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 2 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 16:7b. Find it in your Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (16) What is the verse number? (7)
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).

Read it together.
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that God sees our hearts.
WONDER: What is on your heart today that you want to share with God?

Peaceful Place – Preschool & Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ book, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Shh… God
is in the Silence: A Story for All Ages, by Fiona Basile; paper; crayons or markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 5F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.
• Have each child color the Faith Word coloring sheet.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Seeking Through Devotion
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. When
we are present with God, our relationship with God grows. This month we are going
to learn how we can be devoted to God.
ASK: Have you ever heard of the word devotion? What does the word devotion
mean to you?
SAY: Devotion is like a commitment or responsibility. When we are devoted to God,
we promise to be faithful and to love all God’s children.
• Help the children learn the following song to the tune of “Awesome God.”

I am devoted to God
I am devoted to God
I seek my God each day
I am devoted to God
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Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (p. 128) for each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 8F–8G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. This week, you have a special wisdom coloring page to color at home.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter home with

each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – I Am Little, But I Am Wise
Supplies: none
ASK: Are you smart?
SAY: Yes! You are very smart. God is always very smart and helps us know what to do.
• Do this chant with the children:

I am wise (pat the top of your head)
I am smart (touch your forehead)
I listen to God (cup your ear)
I give God my heart (hands on your heart)
Aaaaaaaaaa – men!
• Do the chant several times. Increase the speed and see how fast the children can

do the motions.

Early Elementary – Follow the Spirit
Supplies: paper plates, markers or crayons, music, music player
SAY: God make you smart and wise.
ASK: Where does wisdom come from?
• Give each child a paper plate and marker.
• Play the music. As the music plays, have the children move around the room.
• When the music stops, the children should find a friend. One child should kneel

and give their partner their paper plate. The partner should gently place the paper
plate on the other child’s head and write a wise statement. The partners should
then switch.
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• Start the music again and continue playing as long as time allows.
• When you are done, let the children share the wisdom on their plates.

SAY: You are each so wise!

Older Elementary – Wisdom Board
Supplies: posterboard or cardboard, magazines, glue, markers, miscellaneous art
supplies
ASK: If you were going to ask God for wisdom about one thing, what would it be?
SAY: Solomon prayed to God for wisdom. God was proud of Solomon because he
could have asked for anything, but he chose to ask for God’s guidance.
ASK: What wisdom do you think God would share with you? What wisdom do you
want to share with others?
• Invite the children to create a wisdom board. Use the supplies to show what you

might ask God for and what God might say.
• Ask willing volunteers to share.

Intergenerational Activity – What Would I Pray For?
Supplies: none
• Gather everyone in a circle or in small groups.
• One at a time, go around the circle and say, “I would ask God for (something that

starts with the first letter of their name).
• Continue until everyone in the circle has had a turn.
• To make the game more challenging, try to remember what the person before

them said.
PRAY: God, thank you for loving us and hearing our prayers. Please guide us every
day and continue to give us what we need. Amen.
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9
The Lord sees into the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7b)

Solomon Builds the Temple – 1 Kings 6:1–8:66
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Color the Temple (Coloring)

crayons

paper plates

The Temple (Craft)

markers

napkins

Tell All About It (Writing)

scissors

soft blocks

Worship Spaces (Drawing)

glue sticks

Temple Food (Snack)

colored pencils

building blocks or
Legos

Plan A Worship Service (Activity)

pens

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

pretzels

Build a Temple (Art)

graham crackers

A Strong Builder (Drawing)

icing or
peanut butter
(see tip on p. 88)

Worship Walk (Activity)
Better Working Together (Activity)

empty cardboard
boxes (various
sizes)
chalk
play dough or fast
drying clay

Suggested Book
God Finds Us by Jennifer Hilton & Kristen
McCurry

Tips for the Leader
• Review the Session Outline and choose the

activities that work best for your students’
ages and your time frame, space, and
classroom resources.
• Make a Wonder Box if you haven’t already

done so.

• Make sure your video is ready to play during

Wonder Time.
be sure to check for allergies ahead of time.

• Photocopy any reproducibles you choose to

use ahead of time.

9781791025762_INT_Session 9.indd 83

Pack and hang or lay them out before your
class meets.

• If using the food activity (Temple Food, p. 88),

• Set up your Wonder Table.
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9
Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: SEEKING
Almost five hundred years after the Exodus, and four years after he became king,
Solomon decided to build a temple. Building a house for God was originally King
David’s idea. God, however, had other plans. God told David that building a temple
was a good idea, but that he was not the one to do it. God chose Solomon, David’s
son, to build the temple. It is interesting to note that although David asked God to
build a temple, God told David no.
The building of the temple was a massive undertaking, lasting seven years. The Bible
provides a detailed description of the dimensions and layout of the temple. Since
the temple itself is no longer standing, one must imagine what it would have looked
like based on the detail given in these Scriptures. The reason the temple was built
was to serve as a concrete reminder of God’s presence.
Solomon sought to have a place to praise God. Solomon was possibly seeking a
closeness with God, and our places of worship can bring us just that. Every church
that is built serves as a reminder that God is present among God’s people. We know
that God is with us wherever we are and does not need a physical dwelling place.
However, God’s people built the temple as a special place and a special reminder
that God was in their midst. The temple was for the Israelites, as our churches are for
us, a reminder of God’s constant and unfailing presence with them. When the temple
was finally built, Solomon thanked God and celebrated the new and beautiful place
of worship.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
This week create something for God. You can build, write, sew, or something else.
As you create, remind yourself of the Bible story. Solomon helped create something
beautiful as a gift for God, and you can too!
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, a tool belt or plastic tools
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 12 &13) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p.4). Place the tool belt
or tools inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word seeking means.
SAY: This month we are learning about being devoted to God. There are many
people in the Bible who commit their lives to faith to do good things in God’s name.
ASK: Who in your life has a strong faith? What makes your faith strong? Who helps
you have faith?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “Solomon Builds the Temple”
(pp. 102–103), from the storybook Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for places to worship you. Amen.

Find the Temple – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Find the Temple” (Reproducible 9A) for each child.
• Invite the preschoolers to find the shapes and to color the temple.

SAY: Solomon built a special place to worship God. That place was called the temple.
WONDER: Where do you worship God?

The Temple – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book,crayons, scissors, glue sticks
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “The Temple” (Reproducible 9B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “The Temple” to each child.

SAY: Solomon’s temple was beautiful and had many important details that helped
the people remember the wonderful things God had done.
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• Invite the children to color and cut out the items that go in the temple.
• Place all of the items inside the temple by gluing them down.

WONDER: How did all of these things help the people remember God?

Tell All About It – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pens, colored pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Tell All About It” (Reproducible 9C) for each child.
SAY: In Bible times, there was not a way to quickly share the news of what Solomon
had accomplished. Newspapers, television, and social media did not exist yet. Some
people may not have heard about the temple for years!
• Hand out a copy of “Tell All About It” to each child.
• Invite children to write their own story, sharing about Solomon’s temple. Encourage

them to illustrate their story by drawing what they think the temple looked like.
• Encourage them to use a Bible if they need help providing details. The details of

Solomon’s temple can be found in 1 Kings 6–8.

Worship Spaces – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pens or pencils, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Worship Spaces” (Reproducible 9D) for each child.
SAY: Solomon loved God so much that he created a special place to worship God.
We also have special places we can worship God.
ASK: Can you remember what our worship spaces look like here at our church? Do
you have other places you like to worship God?
• Hand out a copy of “Worship Spaces” to each child.
• Invite children to draw their special place of worship.

WONDER: Is where we worship important to God?

Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 9 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?
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Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 9F–9G. Display the Unit 2 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story,

one section at a time.
ASK: What do you think the temple looked like?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 17).
Locate Unit 2 story figures (Class Pack—19) if you haven’t already.
SAY: Today’s Faith Word is seeking.
ASK: What do you think the word seeking means?
• Show the children the Unit 2 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 4).
• Read the definition of seeking from the Faith Word Poster.

SAY: Solomon was devoted to God. He helped build a big temple where many
people could seek God.
ASK: What is your favorite place or way to worship God?
• Have a child place the chest plate on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What is a temple?
❍ Where does God live?
❍ Where do you worship God?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the tool belt or tools.

ASK: What do tools have to do with our Bible story?
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Experience Wonder
Temple Food – All Ages
Supplies: pretzels, graham crackers, icing or peanut butter, paper plates, napkins,
• On a plate, give each child a handful of pretzels, a few graham crackers, and a dab

of icing.
• Invite the children to build a temple with the food. Use the icing as an adhesive.
• Let the children show their creations.
• Enjoy a snack together.

WONDER: How did the people feel building a temple for God? How did you feel
creating your own temple?
Tip: Peanut butter is a lower sugar option for this activity, but only use if you are
certain there are no nut allergies in your class. Be sure to check any other allergies
before serving food.

Plan a Worship Service – All Ages
SAY: Solomon wanted to build a temple for God so that the people would
remember how important God is and to worship God.
SAY: We can remember to worship God too! Let’s plan a special service to worship
God today.
• Have the children work together to plan a worship service to take place during your

class time or at another time.
• Have children brainstorm what they would like to include in their worship service

and assign responsibilities. Encourage children to use their creativity and make the
worship service their own!
• Elements to include in your service may include (but not limited to): greeting,

music, Scripture reading, message/sermon, offering, response, and sending forth.
SAY: We can all worship God and can share our worship with others!

Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 2 Bible verse is 1 Samuel 16:7b. Find it in your Bibles.
ASK: Is 1 Samuel in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of 1 Samuel
located in the Old Testament? (ninth book) In what chapter of 1 Samuel is our verse
located? (16) What is the verse number? (7)

Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

9781791025762_INT_Session 9.indd 88

88

Cele
Lead

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 9:12 AM

age for
n Press

• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 13).

Read it together.
SAY: Our Bible verse reminds us that God sees our hearts.
WONDER: What is on your heart today that you want to share with God?

Peaceful Place- Preschool and Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, God Finds
Us, by Jennifer Hilton & Kristen McCurry; soft blocks
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 5F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Have the children recreate what they think Solomon’s temple might have looked like.
• Encourage the children to color the Unit 2 Faith Word coloring page.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Seeking Through Devotion
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. When
we are present with God, our relationship with God grows. This month we are going
to learn how we can be devoted to God.
ASK: Have you ever heard of the word devotion? What does the word devotion
mean to you?
SAY: Devotion is like a commitment or responsibility. When we are devoted to God,
we promise to be faithful and to love all God’s children.
• Help the children learn the following song to the tune of “Awesome God.”

I am devoted to God
I am devoted to God
I seek my God each day
I am devoted to God
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Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (p. 128) for each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 9F–9G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. There’s an extra activity for you to do in worship this week or next week to help
you remember what we learned today.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and a copy of the Family Celebration Letter

home with each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Build A Temple
Supplies: play dough or fast drying clay
• Give each child some play dough or clay.

SAY: Solomon built a temple for God.
ASK: If God asked you to build a temple, what would it look like?
• Encourage children to make their own temple with their play dough or clay.

Early Elementary– A Strong Builder
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; empty cardboard boxes, building blocks, Legos,
crayons, markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “A Strong Builder” (Reproducible 9E) for each child.
SAY: Solomon used the best builders who helped build the temple for God. The
temple could not have been built without the help of others.
ASK: How strong are you? Is God strong?
• Hand each child a copy of “A Strong Builder.”
• Encourage children to complete the page and share what they think a strong

builder looks like.
SAY: In our Bible story, a big temple for God was constructed. It took a lot of people
and a lot of tools and supplies. Many of the people were strong builders. Let’s use
our blocks and boxes to build a place we can worship.
• Give the children time to build and construct their worship places or churches.

Work together as a large group or break up into smaller groups to build.
• Invite the children to share their buildings with you.
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Older Elementary – Worship Walk
Supplies: chalk
ASK: What do you like about our church? What could make it better?
SAY: A great thing about church is that God welcomes everyone to worship. God
wants us to worship wherever we are and wherever we go.
• Invite the children outside.
• Have the children use the chalk to write welcoming messages on the sidewalk for

people coming to church.

Intergenerational Activity – Better Working Together
Supplies: none
• Talk with your pastor or church committee about repairs or things your church

building might need.
• As a group, come up with ideas of how to make your church building a little better.

Consider planting flowers, painting a room, creating a church sign.
• Work together to make your worship space inviting and comfortable for all.

PRAY: God, thank you for the gift of our worship spaces. Help us make our space a
place where all people are welcome and come to know you. Amen.
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10
My mouth speaks wisdom; my heart’s meditation is full of insight. (Psalm 49:3)

Elijah and the Ravens – 1 Kings 17:1-7
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

God, Elijah, and the Ravens (Coloring Page)
Create a Raven (Craft)

crayons

stuffed or toy birds

markers

music and music
player

scissors

God Made Birds (Science)

butcher paper

glue sticks

Look at God’s Birds (Science)

brads

Speak Up (Activity)

pens

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

clipboards

I Can Fly (Movement)

posterboard
(optional)

Raven Wings (Art)

stapler
different types of
bread
birdseed

pictures of birds

Bread (Activity)

items for making
bird feeders
(see p. 100)

Suggested Book

Feed All the Birds (Science)

Albert by Donna Jo Napoli

Tips for the Leader
• It’s a new unit! Don’t forget to switch out

• Make sure your video is ready to play during

your Bible Verse and Faith Word posters for
this month.
• The Faith Word this month is voice. Voice

means to speak up about what you believe.

Wonder Time.
• Consider finding videos of birds or bringing

in books about birdwatching to enhance the
activities in this lesson.

• If you need to get wiggles out during this

session, encourage children to move around
and flap their arms like wings on a bird.
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Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: VOICE
King Ahab was not a nice guy. The Bible tells us he did more evil than any of Israel’s
kings who came before him. In the years following the reigns of King Saul, King
David, and King Solomon, Israel changed a lot. Not only did Ahab fall away from
God, but he began to worship Baal. King Ahab built an altar and a place of worship
for Baal.
Baal was a god worshiped by the Canaanites. The Canaanites believed Baal was
the storm god and would pray to Baal for water. They believed that if there was a
drought it meant that death was victorious, and Baal was dead. Conversely, they
thought rain was a sign Baal was alive and well.
The prophet Elijah goes to King Ahab and tells him it is not Baal who sends rain
and life, but God. Elijah boldly proclaims that, as he is the servant of the Lord, there
will be no rain unless he says so. The Bible does not explicitly describe King Ahab’s
reaction to Elijah’s message, but we are safe to assume he is not happy because in
the next verse God told Elijah to leave town and hide.
Elijah flees for his life, but the God he had proclaimed as the Lord of life does not
abandon him. God sends ravens to care for Elijah. The ravens bring him bread and
meat twice a day. Ravens are a surprising choice for two reasons. In the Torah, the
Jewish scriptures, ravens are regarded as unclean birds. Secondly, ravens are birds of
prey, an interesting choice for meal delivery.
This story is rather straightforward. Elijah used his voice to stand up for God. Elijah
speaks outwardly about his faith. However, we do not always know the outcome
when we use our voice. Although Elijah spoke out, he was sent away, and he fled for
his life. Sometimes, when we speak up it might not turn out like we expect. However,
we can know God is always there and delights when we use our voices for good.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
As we begin this unit, the children are learning about the faith word voice. Our voice
is the sounds we make and the words we speak. This week do a voice prayer. Hold
your hand on your throat as you say the Bible verse. As you speak, feel the vibrations
on your hand. Do this as a way to slow down and remember the gift of our voices.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, birdseed
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21). Place the
birdseed inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word voice means.
SAY: When you hear the word voice you might think of talking, shouting, or speaking.
We can use our voice to speak up for others and share the love of God.
ASK: Are there ways you can share the love of God?
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “Elijah and the Ravens” (pp.104–105),
from the storybook Bible or read 1 Kings 17:1-7 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for giving me a voice to speak up for others and for you.
Amen.

God, Elijah, and the Ravens – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “God, Elijah, and the Ravens” (Reproducible 10A) for
each child.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to color the picture.

SAY: In our Bible story today, Elijah wanted to tell people about God, but the King
Ahab would not listen. Elijah had to hide from King Ahab, but God was there with Elijah.
WONDER: Is God with you?

Create a Raven – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, scissors, glue sticks, brads
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Create a Raven” (Reproducible 10B) for each child.
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• Hand out a copy of “Create a Raven” to each child.

SAY: God sent ravens to provide for Elijah.
ASK: Have you ever seen a raven?
• Invite the children to follow the directions to create a raven.

WONDER: How does God provide for you?

God Made Birds – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, colored pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “God Made Birds” (Reproducible 10C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “God Made Birds” to each child.

SAY: The Bible is full of stories of God providing for God’s people. In our story today,
God chose an interesting way to provide for Elijah—through birds.
ASK: What types of birds have you seen before?
• Have children complete the page by matching the birds with their correct names.
• Encourage children to color the page and discuss the types of birds they have or

have not seen.

Look at God’s Birds – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, clipboards, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Look at God’s Birds” (Reproducible 10D) for each child
SAY: Birds are a part of God’s wonderful creation.
• Go outside and look for birds.
• Take the children back inside and let them draw and color what birds they saw outside.
• Encourage the children to share what they observed.

Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 10 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD)

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?
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Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 10F–10G. Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
ASK: Have you ever seen a raven? What did the ravens do in the Bible story?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 18). Cut
out the Unit 3 figures (Class Pack—3) if you haven’t already.
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is voice.
ASK: What does the word voice mean? What ways do you use your voice?
• Show the children the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21).
• Read the definition of the word voice from the Faith Word Poster.

ASK: Did Elijah use his voice in the Bible story? How?
• Have a child place “I can listen,” on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What kind of noise does a raven make?
❍ Have you ever seen a raven?
❍ Who listened in the Bible story?
❍ Does God listen?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the birdseed.

ASK: What does birdseed have to do with our Bible story?

Experience Wonder
Speak Up – All Ages
• Give each child or groups of two a prompt.
❍ I have faith in God because…
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❍ I am proud of myself because…
❍ I love my neighbors because…
❍ I am wise because…
❍ I come to church because…
❍ And so forth
• Give the children a few minutes to come up with a short speech to answer the

prompt.
• Encourage children to write out or illustrate their speeches on poster board or a

large piece of paper.
• Have the children share their speeches or drawings.

SAY: We can use our voices in so many ways. It is important to use our voices to love
all of God’s children.

Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 3 Bible verse is Psalm 49:3. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is Psalms in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of Psalms
located in the Old Testament? (nineteenth book) In what chapter of Psalms is our
verse located? (49) What is the verse number? (3)
SAY: Our Bible verse tells us what it is like to use our voices for God.
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).

Read it together.

Peaceful Place – Preschool and Younger Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 3 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 10F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Albert, by Donna Jo Napoli; pictures of different types of
birds; crayons; paper; stuffed or toy birds
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 3 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 10F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.
• Let the children observe and color the different types of birds.
• Encourage the children to color the Unit 3 Faith Word coloring page.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.
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Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Voice Through Meditation
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. A
spiritual practice can be anything because you can be with God any time, anywhere,
and any way! This month we are going to practice quieting our minds so that we can
listen for God’s voice.
• Gather the children in a circle.

ASK: What is meditation? Have you ever practiced meditation?
SAY: Today we talked about using our voices, but sometimes we have to quiet our
voices to listen for God.
❍ Find a quiet place to sit. Place your feet on the ground and place

your hands palms down on your knees. Take a deep breath in and let
it go. Repeat several times
SAY: We can listen for God, but we can also use our voices for God.
❍ Have the children say, “I use my voice for God.”
❍ Have the children shout, “I use my voice for God.”
❍ Have the children whisper, “I use my voice for God.”
❍ Have the children silently say, “I use my voice for God.”
❍ Have the children say, “Amen.”

Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 128) for
each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 10F–10G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual practice with you.
Be sure to tell your family about the new faith word for this month!
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter home with

each child.
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Supplemental Activities
Preschool – I Can Fly
Supplies: music, music player
• Gather the children in a circle.

ASK: Can you fly? What kinds of things can fly?
SAY: Today we learned about ravens who helped Elijah. Let’s be raven helpers.
• Have the children stand up and spread out their arms like they have wings. Make

sure there is plenty of space to move about the room.
• Play the music.
• Have the children fly around the room.
• When you stop the music, the children should wrap their wings around a friend to

give a hug.
Tip: If children do not want to give hugs, they can give a high five or say, “God loves
you” instead.

Early Elementary – Raven Wings
Supplies: butcher paper, pencils, crayons, markers, stapler
• Have the children find a partner.
• One child will lay down and spread out their arms on a large piece of butcher

paper. The other child will trace widely around their partners arms to look like
wings. Then the children will switch places.
• Have the children cut out their arms. Let the children color and decorate their wings.
• Staple one end of a wing to the other to make them connect.
• Hang up the wings in your gathering space as way to remember the Bible story.

WONDER: How can we use our voices for God? How can we be like the ravens and
help others?
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Older Elementary – Bread
Supplies: different types of bread such as white bread, sourdough, unleavened
bread, ciabatta, rye, and so forth
SAY: There are many types of bread.
ASK: What kinds of bread do you think God provided for Elijah?
• Enjoy your breads together. Ask the children what kind of bread they like the best.
• If you are able, look up easy bread recipes to send home with the children.

Encourage the children to bake bread with their families and to tell their caregivers
about the Bible story.
Tip: Be sure to check for and accommodate allergies before serving food.

Intergenerational Activity – Feed All the Birds
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, craft rolls, peanut butter, pine cones, honey,
empty milk cartons, scissors, markers, various art supplies, small dowel rods, string,
hole punch, birdseed
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Feed All the Birds” (Reproducible 10E) for each
participant.
SAY: In our Bible story today, God’s creation cared for Elijah. As God’s people, we
can also care for God’s creation. God created so many different types of birds, and
we can care for the birds by making bird feeders for them to enjoy.
• Choose what bird feeders you would like to make and follow the instructions on

the page to create a bird feeder.
PRAY: God, thank you the gift of your creation. Thank you for all the many ways you
care for and provide for us. Amen.
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11
My mouth speaks wisdom; my heart’s meditation is full of insight. (Psalm 49:3)

Elisha and the Widow’s Jars – 2 Kings 4:1-7
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

How Many? (Estimation)

crayons or colored
pencils

various empty
containers or jars

clear plastic jars for
decorating
permanent markers

various items like
pom poms or small
balls

Fill Me Up (Journaling)

paint pens
(optional)

heavy books like
hymnals or Bibles

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

stickers

paper

Find the Jar (Game)

ribbon or yarn

various sized balls

I Need Help (Activity)

pom poms

basket

Hot Jar (Game)

small plastic bags

music and music
player

So Many Jars (Math)
What Has More? (Science)
Help Maze (Puzzle)
Help Jars (Craft)

Collection Jars (Activity)

Suggested Book
Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed
by Emily Pearson

Tips for the Leader
• Make a Wonder Box if you haven’t already

done so.

remember this month’s Bible verse.

• Photocopy any reproducibles you choose to

use ahead of time. Remember you have the
option to customize these for your children
based on their ages and abilities.
• Be sensitive to any socio-economic issues

that may come up when talking about God
providing, particularly with material items.
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• Stories of prophets can be challenging to

understand. Explore these stories with care
with your children and give space to ask lots
of questions and wonder together.
• When finding jars for this session, try to stay

away from glass jars that could potentially
break. Look for plastic jars or containers if
possible.
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Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: VOICE
This story is about a different prophet with a similar name—Elisha. Elisha was Elijah’s
assistant. After Elijah went to heaven in a windstorm, Elisha succeeded him as
prophet to Israel.
Elisha did great things as a prophet. He even brought about miracles. In the fourth
chapter of 2 Kings, we read of one of Elisha’s miracles. A recently widowed woman
comes to Elisha asking for help. Her husband has died and left her with debt.
According to the laws of the time, if a man’s debt was unpaid at death, the creditor
was not only allowed to take the debtor’s property but was also allowed to take his
children as slaves. Elisha asks the widow what she has left in her house. The only
thing the widow has left is a small jar of oil.
Elisha instructed the woman to borrow jars from all her neighbors and begin pouring
oil into the jars. Elisha’s advice must have sounded strange to the woman, but she
followed it. Miraculously, the widow suddenly had an abundance of oil. Every jar the
woman’s sons brought to her was filled. It was only when there were no more jars to
be filled that the oil ran out. When the woman reported this to Elisha, he told her to
sell the oil, use the money to pay her husband’s debt, and live on the money that
would be left over.
An important aspect of this story is that the woman asked for help. In a time when
self-reliance is valued, asking for help is difficult for many of us to do. Here is a
message to share: It’s okay to use your voice to ask for help when we need it. We can
always ask God for help, and we can also ask others to help us. All voices matter to
help each other and to serve God.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Who do you ask for help? Children often need our help. We might get asked for
help a lot, but do we always remember to ask others for help? This week, think about
one thing you have to do and consider a way to get help with the task. Even if it is a
prayer to God, we can always use a little support and help.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, jar
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21). Place the jar
inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word voice means.
SAY: When you hear the word voice you might think of talking, shouting, or speaking.
We can use our voices to speak up for others and share the love of God.
ASK: When do you use your voice? What kinds of sounds does your voice make?
• Let the children make silly noises.
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “Elisha and the Widow’s Jars” (pp.
108–109), from the storybook Bible or read 2 Kings 4:1-7 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing me how to use my voice to ask for help.
Amen.

How Many? – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, dot paint markers (optional)
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “How Many?” (Reproducible 11A) for each child.
• Have the children guess the number of marbles in the jar.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to color the picture.

SAY: In our Bible story today, the woman’s oil filled so many jars!
WONDER: How high can you count?
Tip: As a fun alternative, have children color and count the jar of marbles with dot
paint markers.
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So Many Jars – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “So Many Jars” (Reproducible 11B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “So Many Jars” to each child.

SAY: In our story today, Elisha told the woman and her sons to collect as many jars as
they could find. Let’s see how many math problems you can solve!
• Invite the children to solve the math problems and color the page.

What Has More? – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, colored pencils
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “What Has More?” (Reproducible 11C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “What Has More?” to each child.

SAY: When Elisha told the woman in the story to gather as many containers as she
could find, she had no idea that God would fill each of the containers she found.
The containers she and her sons found may have been different sizes, but God filled
them with oil, no matter how big or small they were. God provided for the woman in
the story when she was in need.
• Have the children complete the page by matching the different measurements.
• Encourage the children to color the page if they wish.

Help Maze – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, card stock, crayons or markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Help Maze” (Reproducible 11D) for each child
SAY: The woman in our story today knew when to ask for help. She asked Elisha for
help solving her problem, and she asked her sons for help in doing what Elisha said.
Asking for help when we need it is a way for God to show up in our lives.
• Invite the children to complete the maze and color the page.
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Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 11 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 11F–11G. Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
ASK: How many jars do you think the widow filled?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: : Lay out the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 18).
Locate the Unit 3 text (Class Pack—p. 3 )if you haven’t already.
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is voice.
ASK: What does the word voice mean? What ways do you use your voice?
• Show the children the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21).
• Read the definition of the word voice from the Faith Word Poster.

ASK: How did the widow use her voice in the Bible story?
• Have a child place “I can ask for help,” on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ Do you ask for help? How?
❍ Who do you ask for help?
❍ What did the sons do in the Bible story?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the jar.

ASK: What does a jar have to do with our Bible story?
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Experience Wonder
Help Jars – All Ages
Supplies: clear jars, markers, permanent markers, paint pens (optional), stickers,
ribbon or yarn, pom poms, small plastic bags or envelopes
SAY: In the Bible story, the widow asked for help to pay her debts.
ASK: Is it hard to ask for help? Why or why not?
• Give each child a jar.
• Have the children use the supplies to decorate their jars.
• Give each child a handful of pom poms in a separate plastic bag or envelope.
• Encourage the children to take home their jars and pom poms. Each day when

they remember to ask for help, the children can add a pom pom to their jar.
SAY: You can always ask for help from others and from God.

Fill Me Up – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, crayons or markers
• Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Fill Me Up” (Reproducible 11E) for each child.

SAY: In the Bible story, the sons helped their mother by filling up the jars. Elisha
helped the widow by giving her instructions for how she could solve her problem.
We all have ways we can help each other.
ASK: When have you seen someone help someone else? When have you helped
someone?
• Encourage children to write or draw pictures of someone helping someone else.
• Invite the children to share their pictures with a partner or with a group.

Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 3 Bible verse is Psalm 49:3. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is Psalms in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of Psalms
located in the Old Testament? (nineteenth book) In what chapter of Psalms is our
verse located? (49) What is the verse number? (3)
SAY: Our Bible verse tells us what it is like to use our voices for God.
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).

Read it together.
WONDER: How can you use your voice to ask for help?
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Peaceful Place – Preschool and Younger Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 3 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 10F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Albert, by Donna Jo Napoli; crayons; paper; empty
containers; various items like pom poms, small balls, and so forth
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 3 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 10F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.
• Have each child color the Faith Word coloring sheet.
• Encourage children to fill up different sized jars with various items.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Voice Through Meditation
Supplies: an empty jar with a lid
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. A
spiritual practice can be anything because you can be with God any time, anywhere,
and any way! This month we are going to practice quieting our minds so that we can
listen for God’s voice.
• Gather the children in a circle.

ASK: What is meditation? Have you ever practiced meditation?
SAY: Today we talked about using our voices, but sometimes we have to quiet our
voices to listen for God.
❍ Find a quiet place to sit. Place your feet on the ground and place

your hands palms down on your knees. Take a deep breath in and let
it go. Repeat several times
• Show children the empty jar.

SAY: Let’s imagine this jar is filled with God’s love. When I open the jar God’s love will
come pouring out.
• Open the jar.
• Pass around the jar. As each child receives the jar they will say, “God fill me up with

your love.”
• Pass the jar to each child until the jar gets back to the leader.

SAY: Let God’s love fill you up so that you can share God’s love with others.
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Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 128) for
each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 11F–11G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual practice with you.
There’s an extra activity for you to do at home sometime this week.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter home with

each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Find the Jar
Supplies: various sizes of jars, various sizes of balls
• Hide the jars in the gathering space.
• Invite the children to find the jars.
• After playing several times, gather the children together.

ASK: What did we learn about jars today? How many jars were in our Bible story?
SAY: Let’s see how many balls will fit on our jars.
• Let the children guess how many balls will fit in each jar.
• Interact with the jars and balls as long as time allows.

SAY: It doesn’t matter how many fit in our jars, there is always enough room for
God’s love.

Early Elementary – I Need Help
Supplies: heavy books such as Bibles or hymnals, paper, crayons, basket
• Write down the following prompts on separate pieces of paper.
❍ You need to carry 12 books across the room.
❍ You need to draw a picture of an animal, but you can’t talk.
❍ You need to sit down, but you can’t see.
❍ You need to ask a friend a question, but you can’t remember

anyone’s name.
❍ You need to look up the Bible verse, but you don’t know where to

find the Book of Psalms.
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• Place the prompts in a basket.
• Have each child pick a prompt. Then the child must complete the task.
• The goal is that the children will ask for help. If children do not ask for help,

guide them in way that will prompt them to do so.
• Create more of your own prompts as needed.

ASK: How did you complete your task?
WONDER: Is it easy to ask for help?

Older Elementary – Hot Jar
Supplies: jars, music, music player
• Gather the children in a circle.
• Give each child a jar except for one.
• Play the music. When the music stops the child without a jar must say, “I don’t have

a jar, I need help.”
• Ask another child to give up their jar. Those two children are then out of the circle.
• Remove an additional jar.
• Play the game until there is only one child left.

ASK: Was it hard to help your friends?
SAY: In the Bible story, the widow asked for help, and because she asked, so many
people came together to help her.
ASK: When have you asked for help? Who do you ask for help? Why?

Intergenerational Activity – Collection Jars
Supplies: jars
• Instead of a collection plate, this week in worship use large jars.
• Consider having groups or classes decorate the jars you will use.
• Share the story of “Elisha and the Widow’s Jars” with your congregation.

Encourage the children to share what they learned with the adults
• Come up with a place to donate the money such as women’s shelter or orphanage.

Communicate your offering project with your congregation.
• Collect the offering and say a special prayer over the funds and where they will

be used.
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12
My mouth speaks wisdom; my heart’s meditation is full of insight. (Psalm 49:3)

Isaiah Is Called – Isaiah 6:1-8
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Isaiah Is Called by God (Coloring)

crayons

card stock

Send Me (Journaling)

colored pencils

water

Holy, Holy, Holy (Art)

Bibles

dish soap

Winged Creatures (Drawing)

markers

Voice Painting (Art)

bubble wands

containers to hold
water

Isaiah Becomes a Prophet (Drawing)

straws

Peaceful Place (Response Activities)

posterboard

watercolor paints

I Am Here (Game)

construction paper

flashlights
hymnals

Here I Am, God (Game)
If I Were a Prophet (Creative Writing)

Suggested Book

Here I Am, Lord (Music)

Willow’s Whispers by Lana Button

Tips for the Leader
• When your children arrive this week, ask

• The Peaceful Place activities are all optional,

them if they have used their voices recently.
• Be sensitive of children who may find the

images of the winged creatures in this story
frightening or confusing.

but creating a safe space for children to
interact on their own with the Bible story can
help them grow in their faith. Consider how
you can make this work for you!

• Select the activities you wish to complete

this session ahead of time and have all of
your supplies prepped and ready for the
children.
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Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: VOICE
In this story, we have Isaiah using his voice to answer God’s call. Isaiah says, “I’m
here. Send me.” This is a colorful story including flying winged creatures. Isaiah
defines himself as a man with unclean lips. He seems to see himself as unworthy
and “ruined.” Yet, God calls him anyway, and Isaiah answers. Because Isaiah answers
God, he becomes a prophet. Prophets are people who speak on behalf of God,
and they are instrumental in God’s work. The CEB Kid’s Bible notes, “The Bible has
many interesting stories of God calling a person to do something.” There are many
prophets in the Bible who do not know why they are called.
To accept God’s calling on your life means more than simply saying yes. It means
using your voice and speaking up, even when it’s hard. Children might not always
feel they are equipped to speak up. It can feel scary and unsafe to use their voices in
difficult situations.
The story goes on to tell us that Isaiah must speak to God’s people even though
they did not want to hear what he had to say. What do we do when we are asked to
use our voice in hard situations? It is sometimes easier to stay quiet in moments of
controversy. But God asks, “who shall I send?”
We can remind the children that we can be afraid and still speak up. Speaking up
does not always have to be big and bold. We can use our voices quietly by writing
down what we want to say, talking with a friend, or praying to God. These are all
ways to use your voice and to be a prophet for God.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Isaiah was hesitant to agree to be God’s prophet. Throughout the unit, we have been
learning about using our voices. There is a familiar affirmation that says, “speak up
even when your voice shakes.” This sounds motivating, but it is not easy. This week
do whisper prayers. Whisper to God something that scares you. Each day of the
week, repeat the prayer, getting louder as the week goes on. By the end of the week,
see if you can shout your prayer.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, green cloth,
battery-operated candle, an arrow
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a green cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21). Place the arrow
inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word voice means.
SAY: When you hear the word voice you might think of talking, shouting, or speaking.
We can use our voices to speak up for others and share the love of God.
ASK: When do you use your voice? What kinds of sounds does your voice make?
• Let the children make silly noises.
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “Isaiah Is Called” (pp. 122–123),
from the storybook Bible or read Isaiah 6:1-8 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, help me to answer your call always. Amen.

Isaiah Is Called – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Isaiah Is Called by God” (Reproducible 12A) for each child.
• Invite the preschoolers to use crayons to color the picture.

SAY: God called Isaiah and Isaiah chose to use his voice for God.
WONDER: What does the picture of the winged creature remind you of?

Send Me – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Send Me” (Reproducible 12B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Send Me” to each child.
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SAY: God called Isaiah to the important job of being a prophet. Isaiah answered by
saying “Here I am, send me.”
WONDER: What do you think God would ask of you?
• Invite the kids to respond by writing or drawing.

Holy, Holy, Holy – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils or markers, Bibles
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Reproducible 12C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Holy, Holy, Holy” to each child.

SAY: The word holy means to set apart. The Bible story says, “Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of heavenly forces! All the earth is filled with God’s glory!” God is different from
anything else in all of creation. God shows up in many different ways in the Bible.
• Invite the children to look up the verses.
• Then, encourage them to draw what they think God looks like.

Winged Creatures – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, card stock, crayons or markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Winged Creatures” (Reproducible 12D) for each child.
SAY: Imagine what the winged creature in the Bible story might have looked like.
Finish the picture to create your own.
• Encourage each child to complete and color the page.
• Allowing willing volunteers to share and describe their interpretation of the

winged creature.

Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 12 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?
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Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Pages from the Reproducible Kids’
Book, 12F–12G. Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
ASK: What was Isaiah feeling in the story?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 18).
Locate the Unit 3 figures (Class Pack—p. 3) if you haven’t already.
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is voice.
ASK: What does the word voice mean? What ways do you use your voice?
• Show the children the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21).
• Read the definition of the word voice from the Faith Word Poster.

ASK: How did Isaiah respond to God in the Bible story?
• Have a child place “I can speak up,” on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What things did you notice in the Bible story?
❍ What was the best part of the Bible story?
❍ How would you feel if you were in the Bible story?
• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the arrow.

WONDER: What does an arrow have to do with our story today?
• Point the arrow at different children. When you point the arrow at a child ask,

“will you follow God?”
• Let the children respond.
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Experience Wonder
Voice Painting – All Ages
Supplies: bubble wands, straws, watercolors, water, dish soap, construction paper or
card stock, containers to hold water
Prepare Ahead: Mix watercolors with water and dish soap in the containers.
SAY: In the Bible story, Isaiah uses his voice to answer God’s call. Let’s use our voices
to paint.
• Give each child a bubble wand and a piece of construction paper or card stock.

Have the children dip their wand in the watercolor mixture.
• Direct the children to say, “I am here; send me” into the bubble wand. Tell the

children to speak loudly into the wand. As they speak, the watercolor mixture
should blow out and stick to the picture.
• Let the children say different things into their bubble wand to create images on

their paper. You may also have children add to their painting by using straws to
blow the watercolor mixture on their painting.
• Hang up the pictures to dry.

Tip: If you choose, you can have the children write the Bible verse on the paper prior
to painting.

Isaiah Becomes a Prophet – All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons or markers, various art supplies
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Isaiah Becomes a Prophet” (Reproducible 12E) for each
child.
SAY: The Bible story contains descriptions of many unique things when Isaiah was
called by God.
ASK: What do you remember from the Bible story?
• Discuss the following objects with the children: high and exalted throne, robe,

temple, six winged creatures, house filled with smoke, glowing coal. Have children
brainstorm about what these things might have looked like or what they mean.
• Encourage children to write or draw their ideas on their paper. Assist younger

children with reading the descriptions.
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Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 3 Bible verse is Psalm 49:3. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is Psalms in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of Psalms
located in the Old Testament? (nineteenth book) In what chapter of Psalms is our
verse located? (49) What is the verse number? (3)
SAY: Our Bible verse tells us what it is like to use our voices for God.
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).

Read it together.
WONDER: How is God calling you? How will you answer?

Peaceful Place – Preschool and Younger Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 3 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 10F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Willow’s Whispers, by Lana Button; crayons; paper; flashlights
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 3 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 10F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.
• Have each child color the Faith Word coloring sheet.
• If you are able, make the Peaceful Place darker, so the children can use the

flashlights to make shadow puppets.
Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.

Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Voice Through Meditation
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. A
spiritual practice can be anything because you can be with God any time, anywhere,
and any way! This month we are going to practice quieting our minds so that we can
listen for God’s voice.
• Gather the children in a circle.

ASK: What is meditation? Have you ever practiced meditation?
SAY: Today we talked about using our voice, but sometimes we have to quiet our
voices to listen for God.
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❍ Find a quiet place to sit. Place your feet on the ground and place

your hands palms down on your knees. Take a deep breath in and let
it go. Repeat several times
SAY: God says to Isaiah in the Bible story, “Whom shall I send?” Isaiah responds with,
“I am here. Send me.” Let’s practice answering God’ call.
• Go around the circle and say to each child, “Whom shall I send.” Have the children

respond with, “I am here. Send me.”
• Do this until you have asked each child.

PRAY: Thank you for sending us, God. Help us show your love to everyone we meet.
Amen.

Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 128) for
each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducibles 12F–12G). Ask your
family to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual devotion with
you. There’s an extra activity to help you remember today’s story sometime this week.
• Send a copy of the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter home with

each child.

Supplemental Activities
Preschool – I Am Here
Supplies: none
• Gather the children together.

SAY: In our Bible story, Isaiah was a little unsure about being a leader for God. He
was worried he might not be good at it. But he used his voice to say yes to God.
Let’s use our voices to be followers of God.
SAY: When I shout, “I am here,” you whisper back, “I am here.” If I whisper, “I am
here,” you shout, “I am here.”
• If a child shouts instead of whispers or vice versa, then that child is out.
• Let children take turns being IT or the leader.
• Play the game as long as time allows.
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Early Elementary – Here I Am, God
Supplies: none
SAY: We are all called by God in different ways.
• Have the children line up, side by side on one side of the room. The leader should

be on the other side of the room.
• Like “red light, green light,” give a child a direction to follow. Before completing

the actions, the child should respond, “Here I am, God.”
• Give the children the following prompts:
❍ Fly forward 5 steps like a winged creature.
❍ Take three big steps forward for answering God’s call.
❍ Jump off the throne by taking one big leap forward.
• Give additional prompts if desired. Play the game as long as time allows.

Older Elementary – If I Were a Prophet
Supplies: paper or posterboard, crayons, markers
ASK: What is a prophet?
SAY: Isaiah became a prophet by using his voice to answer God’s call.
ASK: If you were a prophet, what would you say or do? How would you share about
God’s love?
• Invite the children to come up with a campaign slogan for being the next prophet.

Children can work individually or in groups.
• You could give some examples from people in your community or Bible verses.
• Encourage the children to draw or write their slogan on a piece of paper or

posterboard.
• Invite willing volunteers to share.

Intergenerational Activity – Here I Am, Lord
Supplies: hymnals
• As a church family sing the hymn, “Here I Am, Lord.”
• You can find the words online or in The United Methodist Hymnal.
• In small groups, discuss the meaning of the song.

PRAY: God, we are always listening for your voice. Use us in ways that brings your
Kingdom on Earth. We are here, God. Send us. Amen.
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13
My mouth speaks wisdom; my heart’s meditation is full of insight. (Psalm 49:3)

A Time is Coming – Jeremiah 23:5
Prepare to Lead
Activities At-a-Glance

Supplies At-a-Glance

Advent Wreath (Craft)

crayons or colored
pencils

Christmas Time (Craft)

glue

Preparing (Journaling)

construction paper

Hope Ornament (Craft)
Peaceful Place (Response Activities)
Hands of Hope (Movement)
Advent Wreaths (Craft)
Prepare the Sanctuary (Activity)

nativity sets
metal bundt pan

scissors

Advent Chains (Activity)

permanent markers

floral foam blocks

brads

greenery (real or
artificial)

stapler

four taper candles

tape

pillar candle

clear plastic
ornaments

hot glue gun (adult
use only)

pom poms

hot glue

glitter (optional)

battery-powered
candle

paper
Suggested Book

Open Heart by Lauren Thompson

Tips for the Leader
• Today is the first Sunday of Advent in many

faith traditions. Help children notice and
describe changes that may have occurred
at your church like special decorations or
traditions.
• Be sure to greet each child as they arrive on

their level and let them know you are glad to
see them!

• Be sure to select the activities you want to

do for this session and have all your supplies
ready for the children.
• If you choose to make an Advent wreath

with your group of children, consider using
artificial greenery so that it will last for the
four weeks of Advent.

• Starting with this session, change the

colors of your Wonder Table to purple. This
matches the colors of the liturgical calendar.
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13
Prepare to Wonder
Faith Word: VOICE
The Book of Jeremiah is prophetic literature. It tells the story of the prophet
Jeremiah, who was sent by God to be a messenger to God’s people. Jeremiah used
his voice to share messages to God’s people. When the Israelites were in exile in
Babylon, Jeremiah delivered a message of hope. Jeremiah assured God’s people
that God was still with them and encouraged them to look to the future with hope
for a better time. In this Bible story, Jeremiah assured the people they would not be
in exile forever. “The time is coming,” Jeremiah told the people, “when God will
raise up a new ruler.” The wise king promised by God and foretold by Jeremiah’s
message would be a descendant of King David.
Six hundred years after Jeremiah delivered God’s message to the Israelites, a baby
was born in Bethlehem. That baby was a descendant of David. As we prepare to
remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus, we can recall the words of hope that the
prophet Jeremiah gave to the Israelites. Through Jeremiah, God promised to raise
up a righteous ruler. The word righteous refers to one who is in right relationship
with God. This month we prepare to celebrate Jesus, David’s descendant and one
who brings hope to a broken world.

Spiritual Practice for Adults
Prayer time can be hard. This week try to practice a timed prayer. On the first day, set
a timer for 1 minute. Each day, increase your time. As you pray, remember that this
week begins the season of waiting. As Advent and Christmas approach, the world
can become busier and overwhelming. Use this time to be present with God and to
guide you as you enter the season of Advent.
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Come Together
Come Together
Supplies: Class Pack, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, Wonder Box, purple cloth,
battery-operated candle, a clock
Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see p. 3) with a purple cloth, batteryoperated candle, and a Wonder Box (see p. 3). Display the Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster
(Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16) and Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21). Place the clock
inside the Wonder Box.
• Invite the children to join you in a circle.
• Point to the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster, and invite the children to wonder about what

the word voice means.
SAY: When you hear the word voice you might think of talking, shouting, or speaking.
We can use our voices to speak up for others and share the love of God.
ASK: When do you use your voice? What kinds of sounds does your voice make?
• Let the children make different sounds with thier voices.
• We recommend reading a story each week from the Celebrate Wonder Bible

Storybook. Allow an elementary child to read, “A Time Is Coming” (pp.124–125),
from the storybook Bible or read Jeremiah 23:5 from a CEB Bible.
PRAY: Dear God, help me to use my voice to share hope with the world. Amen.

Advent Wreath – Preschool
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons or markers, glue, scissors, construction paper
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Advent Wreath” (Reproducible 13A) for each child.
• Invite the preschoolers to color, cut out, and assemble the Advent wreath.

SAY: Today is the first day of Advent. Advent is a special time to prepare for Jesus.
WONDER: How many candles are on your Advent wreath? How long do you think
Advent is?
Tip: Cut out pieces ahead of time for younger preschoolers who may struggle
using scissors.
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Christmas Time – Younger Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, brads, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Christmas Time” (Reproducible 13B) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Christmas Time” to each child.

SAY: Our story today is about preparing for special time.
ASK: Do you know how to tell time?
• Have the children color, cut out, and assemble the clock.

SAY: During Advent we wait for the coming of baby Jesus. This clock is a reminder of
this time of waiting. You can use your clock to tell time during Advent.

Preparing – Older Elementary
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, pencils, markers
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Preparing” (Reproducible 13C) for each child.
• Hand out a copy of “Preparing” to each older elementary child.

SAY: Advent is a time of preparing, or getting ready.
ASK: What do you do to get ready for Christmas?
• Have the children complete the journaling prompt and color the page.

Advent Chains– All Ages
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book, crayons, scissors, stapler, or tape
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Advent Chains” (Reproducibles 13D–13F) for each kid
in your class.
SAY: Advent is a special time. There is a lot we can do to prepare.
• Invite the children to color and cut out the chain links.
• Assemble the chains by looping one through the other and stapling or taping.

SAY: Each day of Advent, you will pull off a chain link and complete the activity with
your family.
WONDER: What makes Advent a special time?
Tip: If you are short on time, have children complete a small section of their chain
and then send the remaining pages to be completed at home, or create one chain
to keep in your meeting space.
Tip: If sending home, be sure to copy on one side of the paper only!

Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

9781791025762_INT_Session 13.indd 122

122

Cele
Lead

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 9:28 AM

age for
n Press

Wonder Time
Share a Story
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD player
• Invite the children to join you, and to sit in a circle on the floor.
• Watch the Session 13 video (Celebrate Wonder DVD).

WONDER: What is your favorite part of this story? Why?

Interactive Bible Story
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy today’s Take-Home Page (Reproducible 13G). Display the
Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).
• Invite several readers to take turns reading and/or acting out the story, one section

at a time.
ASK: What brings you hope during Christmas time?

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack, Wonder Box, scissors
Prepare Ahead: Lay out the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mats (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 18). Cut
out the Unit 3 text (Class Pack—3). if you haven’t already.
• Place the Wonder Box on the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat.

SAY: Today’s Faith Word is voice.
ASK: What does the word voice mean? What ways do you use your voice?
• Show the children the Unit 3 Faith Word Poster (Class Pack—p. 21).
• Read the definition of voice from the Faith Word Poster.

ASK: How do you share hope with others?
• Have a child place “I can bring hope,” on the Wonder Mat.

WONDER together:
❍ What does hope mean?
❍ What did you learn about in the Bible story?
❍ What does Advent mean?
❍ Who brings you hope?

• Open the Wonder Box to reveal the clock.
ASK: What does a clock have to do with our Bible story?
Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

9781791025762_INT_Session 13.indd 123

123

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 9:28 AM

Experience Wonder
Hope Ornament – All Ages
Supplies: clear plastic ornaments, pom poms, glitter (optional), paper,
permanent markers
• Give each child an ornament. Have the children write hope on the ornament.

They may also choose to draw pictures or color the ornament.
• On a small strip of paper, have the children write down one thing they hope for

during Advent.
• Direct the children to place their paper inside the ornament. They may also choose

to add pom poms, glitter, paper confetti, and other items inside the ornament.
• Seal the ornament and send it home for the children to hang on their Christmas trees.

WONDER: How does it feel to share your hopes with God?

Examine the Bible Verse – Early and Older Elementary
SAY: Our Unit 3 Bible verse is Psalm 49:3. Let’s find it in our Bibles.
ASK: Is Psalms in the Old or New Testament? (Old) Where is the Book of Psalms
located in the Old Testament? (nineteenth book) In what chapter of Psalms is our
verse located? (49) What is the verse number? (3)
SAY: Our Bible verse tells us what it is like to use our voices for God.
• Gather the kids around the Bible Verse Poster (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 16).

Read it together.
WONDER: How do you want to listen for God during Advent this year?

Peaceful Place – Preschool and Younger Elementary
Supplies: copies of the Unit 3 Faith Word (Reproducible Kids’ Book 10F); Celebrate
Wonder Bible Storybook; Hope is an Open Heart, by Lauren Thompson; crayons,
paper; nativity sets
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the Unit 3 Faith Word coloring sheet
(Reproducible 10F) for each child.
• Assist the children, as needed, as they interact with the items provided.
• Invite the children to draw a picture of their favorite part of today’s story.
• Have each child color the Faith Word coloring sheet.
• Let the children interact with the nativity sets.

Tip: All of the supplies/activities suggested for the Peaceful Place are optional.
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Go in Peace
Spiritual Practice – Exploring Our Voice Through Meditation
Supplies: Advent wreath, battery-powered candles
SAY: A spiritual practice is something we do to help us be present with God. A
spiritual practice can be anything because you can be with God any time, anywhere,
and any way! This month we are going practice quieting our minds so that we can
listen for God’s voice.
• Gather the children in a circle.

ASK: What is meditation? Have you ever practiced meditation?
SAY: Sometimes we have to quiet our voices to listen for God.
❍ Find a quiet place to sit. Place your feet on the ground and place

your hands palms down on your knees. Take a deep breath in and let
it go. Repeat several times.
SAY: Today begins the first Sunday of Advent. On this Sunday we share hope.
• Have a child turn on the first candle.
• Invite the children to say the following words with you: “God gives us hope, Jesus

brings hope, and I share hope. Amen.”
• Say this several times.

Family Spiritual Practice
Supplies: Reproducible Kids’ Book; Leader Guide—p. 128
Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Family Celebration Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 128) for
each child.
SAY: Let’s take a look at your Take-Home Pages (Reproducible 13G). Ask your family
to read the Bible story and participate in this week’s spiritual practice with you.
• Send home a copy of the Take-Home Pages and the Family Celebration Letter

with each child.
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Supplemental Activities
Preschool – Hands of Hope
Supplies: none
• Gather the children together.
• Have the children hold up their hands.

SAY: Let’s say a prayer with our hands to remember Jesus.
• As you say each of the following words, have the children hold up their finger.
❍ Pointer – Thank
❍ Middle – You
❍ Ring – God
❍ Pinky – For
❍ Thumb – Hope
• Do this several times.
• Say “Amen” when finished.

Early Elementary – Advent Wreath
Supplies: metal bundt pan, floral foam blocks, greenery, four taper candles and one
pillar candle, hot glue, glue gun (adult use only)
SAY: Advent wreaths helps us prepare for Jesus during the season of Advent. Let’s
make a special Advent Wreath for our room together.
• As a group, create an Advent wreath.
• Cut the floral foam into four pieces. Place the pieces around the bundt pan.
• Insert each taper candle into the foam, not pressing too hard but assure they are

secure. For extra security you can hot glue the bottom of the candle. Place the
pillar candle in the hole in the middle of the bundt pan.
• Arrange the greenery inside the bundt pan and around the candles.
• Once you have the greenery in place, glue it together.
• Use your Advent wreath each week by lighting the candles each week. For the first

week, you will light one taper candle, the second week you will light two, and so on
and so forth until you light all five candles on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Say
a prayer each time you light your Advent wreath.
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Favorite Stories Collage – Older Elementary
Supplies: Celebrate Wonder Storybook Bible, Bibles, construction paper, butcher
paper, markers,
SAY: Our Bible story today is based on a prophecy made by the prophet Jeremiah.
• Show the children today’s Bible story, “A Time is Coming” in the Celebrate

Wonder Storybook Bible (pp. 126–127).
SAY: The prophet Jeremiah spoke of a new time coming. The people who heard
Jeremiah’s words may not have known what was to come, but they could remember
the stories they had heard in Scripture and how God had worked in their lives.
SAY: This illustration shows many of the stories of the Old Testament that Jeremiah
and the people he was speaking to would have been familiar with.
ASK: Do you recognize any of these stories?
• Divide children into pairs or groups and give each group a sheet of construction paper.
• Encourage children to use their Bibles to work in pairs or groups to find and

illustrate their favorite stories that they see in the image.
• Then, work together as a group to combine the children’s illustrations into a

collage on butcher paper. Include as much detail as you would like!
• Invite children to share about the story their group chose to illustrate.

WONDER: How did the people in these stories experience God? What do these
stories tell us about God?

Intergenerational Activity – Prepare the Sanctuary
• As a church family, place items in your worship space to get ready of Christmas.
• Add purple cloths, Christmas trees, signs of Advent, an Advent wreath, candles, or

any other items appropriate for Advent.
• After you have prepared the worship space, light a candle and sing “Come Thou

Long Expected Jesus” from your hymnals.
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Family Celebration Letter
Celebrating Our Ways to Connect with God
It can be hard to feel connected to God sometimes, even for adults. It can be
particularly difficult for children to do this because they often understand the
world best through things they can see and touch. Not being able to see and
touch God means that children, like adults, need additional tools for connecting
with God.
One way to help your child connect with God is by teaching them to listen for what
God is calling them to do. Younger children may best understand this as listening
to their hearts. This can be done through prayer, brief meditation, or even just
sitting quietly for a few minutes. Another way to help children connect to God is to
encourage them to seek God devotedly. They can do this through using their gifts
to help others, visiting a place of worship or creating a worship space at home, or
even through music. Children can also connect with God by using their voices to
share God’s blessings and bring hope to others. Below, you’ll find some moments
to celebrate your child for using these qualities.
Place this chart on your refrigerator, kitchen table, or in an easy-to-access place.
Throughout the week, have your child mark or color a space each time he or she
completes an item on the chart. Celebrate your faith together!

I listened

I stood up

I prayed.

I listened to
music.

I was loyal.

I was a
leader.

I overcame
something
hard.

I wondered
about
something.

I was a good
friend.

I worshiped
God in a
special
place.

I used my
voice to
share God’s
blessings.

I used my
I spoke up for
I was brave.
voice to
someone.
bring hope.

for God.

Celebrate Wonder All Ages
Leader Guide • Fall 2022

9781791025762_INT_BM.indd 128

128

for myself.

I built
something.

Permission is granted to duplicate this page for
local church use only. © 2022 Abingdon Press

4/26/22 9:31 AM

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
FALL 2022 – SUMMER 2023

Bible Discovery Studies for All Ages!
Encourage children to take an interest in the
Bible and make it their lifelong companion.
Learning to Use My Bible oﬀers a fun, hands-on
approach, with maps, games, and charts to help
kids ages 7–9 acquire and practice skills that will
help them understand how to use the Bible, feel
comfortable using it, and build a foundation for
lifelong study of God’s Word.
Abingdon Press.

Fall 2022

Winter 2022–23

Spring 2023

Summer 2023

UNIT 1: CALL

UNIT 1: HOPE

UNIT 1: PARABLES

UNIT 1: IDENTITY

Hannah
1 Samuel 1:1-28

An Angel Visits Mary
Luke 1:26-38

The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

I Am
Exodus 3:13-15

God Calls Samuel
1 Samuel 3:1-21

An Angel Visits Joseph
Matthew 1:18-24

The Two Houses
Matthew 7:24-27

Good Shepherd
Psalm 23

Samuel Anoints Saul
1 Samuel 7-8; 10:17-24

Jesus Is Born
Luke 2:1-7

The Sower and the Seed
Matthew 13:1-9

Abba
Mark 14:32-42

Samuel Anoints David
1 Samuel 16:1-13

Angels Visit the
Shepherds
Luke 2:8-20

The Last Supper
Mark 14:12-26

Alpha and Omega
Revelation 22:1-13

UNIT 2: SEEKING

UNIT 2: BELIEVE

UNIT 2: RESURRECTION

UNIT 2: BIBLE

David Plays Music
1 Samuel 16:14-23

Wise Men Visit Jesus
Matthew 2:1-12

Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11

Noah
Genesis 8:1-22; 9:7-17

David and Goliath
1 Samuel 17:1-51a

Jesus’ Baptism
Mark 1:4-11

Easter
Luke 24:1-12

Jonah
Book of Jonah

David and Jonathan
1 Samuel 18:1-5; 20:1-42

Jesus Calls Levi
Mark 2:13-17

Emmaus
Luke 24:13-35

Daniel Chooses
Daniel 1:1-21

Solomon Prays
for Wisdom
1 Kings 2:1-4; 3:1-15

Jesus Feeds Five
Thousand
Luke 4:14-30

Thomas
John 20:19-31

Shadrach, Meschach,
and Abednego
Daniel 3:1-30

Solomon Builds
the Temple
1 Kings 6:1-8:66

Jesus Walks on Water
Mark 6:45-52

Ascension
Luke 24:50-53

Daniel and the Lions
Daniel 6:1-28

UNIT 3: VOICE

UNIT 3: KINGDOM

UNIT 3: MINISTRY

UNIT 3: CELEBRATE

EDITORIAL / DESIGN TEAM

Elijah and the Ravens
1 Kings 17:1-7

Jesus and the Children
Mark 10:13-16

Peter
Matthew 16:13-20

The Year of Jubilee
Deuteronomy 15

Elisha and the Widow’s
Jars
2 Kings 4:1-7

The Lost Sheep and the
Lost Coin
Luke 15:3-10
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Peter and Tabitha
Acts 9:36-43

The Passover
Deuteronomy 16:1-8

Isaiah Is Called
Isaiah 6:1-8

The Forgiving Father
Luke 15:11-32

Peter in Prison
Acts 12:1-17

The Festival of Weeks
Deuteronomy 16:1-8

A Time Is Coming
Jeremiah 23:5

The Widow’s Coins
Luke 21:1-4

Pentecost
Acts 2:1-41

The Festival of Booths
Deuteronomy 16:13-17
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Celebrate Wonder
All Ages
Celebrate Wonder All Ages is flexible Christian faith formation for
children and their families. Working with children’s ministry leaders
from all over the US, we revised our resources to make it easier for
you to adapt them to your specific setting.
Whether you are relaunching in-person ministry with children and
their families, gathering in a one-room Sunday school, or doing
ministry virtually, this is for you.
Preschool, elementary, all ages, and intergenerational activities are
all included.
No matter what your ministry needs are, Celebrate Wonder All Ages
makes it easy for you to share God’s love with the children in your
midst.
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